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BECJLAMATIOM 


IN  CONGRESS,   JULY   4,  1776. 

\y  HEN  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it 
becomes  necessar)  for  one  people  to  dissolve  the  po- 
litical bands  which  have  connected  them  with  another, 
and  to  assume,  among  the  powers  of  the  earth,  the 
separate  and  equal  station  to  which  the  laws  of  nature 
and  of  nature's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect 
to  the  opinions  of  mankind  requires  thai  they  should 
declare  the  causes  which  impel  them  to  the  separation. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident  :  that  all 
men  are  created  equal  ;  that  they  are  endowed,  by 
their  Creator,  with  certain  unalienable  rights  ,  that 
among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness.—  I  hat  to  secure  these  rights,  governments 
are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed  ;  that  whenever 
any  form  of  government  becomes  destructive  of  these 
ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  abolish 
it,  and  to  institute  new  government,  laying  its  foun- 
dation on  such  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers 
in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to 
effect  their  safety  and  happiness.  Prudence,  indeed, 
■will  dictate,  that  governments  long  established,  shoulf?. 
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not  be  changf'cl  for  I'ght  and  trnnsient  causes ;  and 
according'} ,  all  experience  hath  sh?wn,  that  tnai.kind 
are  mt-re  dispobed  to  suffer,  while  e^  ils  a:e  suffttabie, 
than  tu  right  themselves  bv  aboli.h:!  g  the  forms  tO 
which  ihey  are  accn:^tomed.  But  ^vhe^a  lovg  traia 
of  abuses  acd  usurpations,  pursuing  invaiiabU  the 
same  object,  evinces  a  de:.ign  to  rea.ce  ihem  .aider 
absobite  despoti-m,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  tht- ir  duty, 
to  throw  off  such  government,  and  ta  })rovide  new 
guards  for  their  future  security.  S.ch  has  been  the 
patient  sufFi^rauce  of  the  e  colonies  ;  and  '^uch  is  now 
the  necessity  which  constrauis  them  to  alter  tht^ir  for- 
mer systems  of  gjyernment  The  histoiy  of  h.  .  re- 
se  :t  King  of  Grea'^^-Bjitain,  is  a  h.siory  of  reif^aied 
injuries  and  usur[:ations,  all   havirg   in   dn.  c:  ct 

the  establishment  of  an  absolute  tv  ranny  over  h^aC 
staics.  To  prove  this,  let  facts  be  subautled  to  a 
candid  world. 

He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  the  most  whole- 
some aad  necessa.y  for  the  pijblic  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pass  laws  of  im- 
mediate and  pressir-g  importance,  unless  sua.vencied 
in  their  operation  till  his  assent  should  be  obtained  ; 
and  when  so  susj  ended,  he  has  utterly  ntgiected  to 
attend  to  them. 

He  has  refused  to  pa'-s  r.her  laws  for  the  accom-* 
modation  of  large  di^tncti  of  people,  unles.  th  'hC 
people  would  relinquish  the  li^ht  of  rcpiebcuva.ion 
in  the  legislature;  a  righ.  ine^uaiabie  to  them,  and 
formidable  lo  t)  rants  cniy.  He  has  calltd  tugiiher 
legialaiive  bodies  at  places  uuu>aal,  uucomfoi  table, 


and  distant  from  the  depository  of  their  public  re- 
cord >,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  ihem  into 
couipliance  with  his  measures. 

H.;  has  dissolved  repre^en'ative  hou'^es  repeatedly, 
for  oppobaig,  with  mtinly  firmuess,  his  invasiotib  oa 
the  rights  of  the  peo|.le. 

He  has  refused  for  a  long  time,  after  snch  dissola-' 
tions,  to  cause  o:hers  to  be  elected  ;  whereby  'he 
legislative  powers,  incapable  of  annihilation,  have  re- 
turned to  the  people  at  large  for  their  exercise  ;  the 
state  remaining,  in  the  mean  time,  expoed  to  all  the 
dangers  of  invasion  from  wiihoui,  and  convulsions 
within. 

He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of 
thc^e  states  J  for  that  purpose  ob".tructii)g  the  laws  for 
naturalization  of  foreigners  ;  refusing  to  pass  others 
to  encourage  their  migrations  hither,  and  raising  the 
conditions  of  new  appropriations  of  lands. 

He  has  obstructed  the  administration  of  justice,  by 
refusing  his  assent  to  laws  for  establishing  judiciary 
powers. 

He  has  made  jidges  dependant  on  his  will  alone, 
for  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  aud 
payment  of  their  salaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  rffices,  sent 
hither  swarms  of  officers,  to  harass  our  people  and  eat 
out  their  substance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  standing 
armies,  without  the  consent  of  our  legislatures. 
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He  has  affected  to  render  the  military  independent 
of,  and  superior  to  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to-  subject  us  to  a 
jurisdiction  foreign  to  our  constitution,  and  unacknow- 
ledged by  our  laws  ;  giving  his  assent  to  their  acts  o^ 
pretended  legislation  : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  troops  among  us: 

F-r  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punish- 
ment for  any  murders  which  they  should  commit  on 
the  inhabitants  of  these  stales  : 

For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world : 

For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent : 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  benefits  of 
trial  by  jury : 

For  transporting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pre- 
tended offences : 

For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English  laws  in  a 
neighboring  province,  establishing  therein  an  arbi- 
trar\  government,  and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  so  as 
to  render  it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  instrument  for 
introducing  the  same  absolute  rule  into  these  colonies : 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most 
valuable  laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the  forms  of 
our  governments  : 

For  suspending  our  own  legislatures,  and  declaring 
themselves  invested  with  power  to  legislate  for  us  in 
all  I  :ases  whatsoever. 


en 

He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us 
out  of  his  protection,  and  waging  war  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  cur  coa^^ts, 
burnt  our  towns,  and  destroyed  the  lives  of  our  peo- 
ple. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  transporting  large  armies  of  fo- 
reign mercenaries  to  complete  the  woiki  of  death, 
desolation,  ai.d  tyranny,  al.eady  begun  wiih  circum- 
stances of  cruelty  and  perfidy,  scarcely  paralleled  in 
the  most  barbarous  ages,  aud  totally  unworthy  thai 
head  of  a  civilized  nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  tellow  citizens,  taken  cap- 
tive on  ihe  high  seas,  to  bear  arms  against  their  coun- 
try, to  become  the  executioners  of  their  friends  and 
brethren,  or  to  fall  themselves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  amongst  us» 
and  has  endeavored  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our 
frontiers,  the  meiciless  ladian  savages,  whose  known 
rule  of  warfare  is  an  undi  tinguished  destruction  of 
all  ages,  sexes  and  conditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions,  we  have  peti- 
tioned for^redress  in  the  most  humble  terms  :  Our  re- 
peated petitions  have  been  answered  only  by  repeated 
injury.  A  prince,  whose  character  is  thus  marked  by 
every  act  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the 
ruler  of  a  free  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attentions  to  our  Bri- 
tish brethren.  We  have  warned  them,  from  time  to 
time,  of  attempts  by  their  legislature  to  extend  an  un- 
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Wavrantable  jurisdiction  over  us.  We  have  reminded 
them  of  the  circumstanceb  (jf  our  emigiiiton  aad 
settlement  here.  We  have  appealed  to  their  na- 
tiv  justice  and  magaauimity,  and  we  have  conju  ed 
them  bv  the  ties  of  oar  common  kindied,  to  disavovy 
thcbC  usurpations,  which  would  iue\  itably  interrupt 
our  connections  and  corres;i;  ndv^nce.  Tiie\  too  have 
been  deaf  to  the  V!>ice  of  justice  and  of  consanguin- 
ity. We  must,  therefoie,  accjuiesce  in  the  necessity 
■vvhich  denounces  our  separation,  and  hjld  them,  as 
we  hold  the  rest  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  ia  peace, 
friends. 

WE,  therefore,  the  representatives  of  rhe  United 
States  of  America,  in  general  Cong-ess  asscmbLd, 
appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  wmld  for  the 
rectitude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the  name,  and  by 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  ihese  colonies,  solemn- 
ly publish  and  declare.  That  these  United  Colonies 
are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  Free  and  Independent 
States;  that  they  are  absolved  from  all  allegiai.ce  to 
the  British  Crown,  and  that  all  political  connection 
between  them  and  the  state  of  Great  Britain,  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved.;  and  that  as  Free  and 
Independent  Siates,  they  have  full  power  to  levy  war, 
conclude  peace, contract  alliances,  establi-h  commerce, 
and  to  do  all  oiher  acts  and  tilings  which  Indepen- 
dent States  may  of  right  do.  And  for  the  syj^port  of 
this  declarai;ioD,  with  a  fu  m  reliance  on  the  protection 
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of  Divine  Providence,   we  mutuallv  pledge  to    each 
Other,  our  lives,  our  I'onuncs,  and  our  sacreJ  hc/nor. 

JOHN  HANCOCK. 

Neiv  Hamp  hire.  mer,  James   Snith,   CTeo, 

J'-siuh  Bartlett,  William  Ta\l(  r,    James     Wilson, 

"Wh'pi.le,  Ivlathew  rhorri'  Geoige  Ko.is. 

ton.  DeUvLvare. 

Mafts'ichusetts- B'lv.  Cte^ar  Rodney,  George 

Samuel  Adams,  J    h.i  A-  Read,   Th-mas    M'Kcua, 

dams,  Robert  T.  eai  Pa.iie,  ManjUi'id. 

Eioridge  Gerry.  Saauiei  Cha  .e,  Wlliniu 

Rh  dc  hi/iri'U  is'r.  Paca,  rhomas  S  one,  »ohs. 

Stephen  rl^pkiiis,  Wil-  CariuU,  of  Cai-jollton. 

liam  EUe-y.  ^ '.?'  nil' 

Couf  et'icut.  Georg;  W .  die,  Richrird 

Rc-gerSherma,  Samuel  H.    Lte,    Thomas  J  fler- 

H '••tir.gion,      Wiiharn  son,  Beuj.  Harrison,  Tho. 


Wiidams,  Oin  f  1  Woicott. 
ls.e-w  Tork. 
William  Flovd,   Phiiip 
Livingston,    Francis   Le- 
wis, Lewis  Morris. 

Richard  Stockton,  J'>hn 
W    herspoon,    Fiancis 
H'pkinson,    J>  hn    Hart, 
Abraham  Cla  k. 

J-'tnu'yvar.ia. 

Robert  ^vi orris,  Benfa- 
min  Kufah,  Bciij.  Fra;  kiin, 
John  Morion,  Geo.   Cly- 


Nelson,  jim.  Fr.    Light- 
foov  Lee,  Carter  Braxton. 
North  Carolina. 
William    Hooper,    Jo- 
seph Hevves,  John  Penn. 
i^oulh'Curoiua. 
Edward  Kutledge,  Tho, 
Hey  ward,  jun.     Thomas 
L>.  nch,jan.  Arihar  Mid- 
dleion. 

Georgia. 
Bi-ittoij   Gwinnett,   F^y* 
maa  iiall,Geoige  vVuituai. 
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RESOLVED 

dLDTthe  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Rc^ 
presentatives  of  the  Tei  ritory  f  Orleans  in  general 
assembly  convened^  That  there  be  printed  at  the  expense 
of  the  Territory,  in  the  French  and  English  languages, 
two  hundred  copies  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United. 
States,  and  of  all  the  Amendmenis  thereto,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  said  Constitution,  of  the  Treaty  of 
Cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  and  of  all 
the  Acts  of  Congress  which  relate  particularly  to  the 
Territory  of  Orleans. 

Resolved  further^   That   tv/enty-five    of  the   said 
copies  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  the  Council, 
and  that  the  hundred  and  seventy -five  other  copies  be 
delivered  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House   of  Representa- 
tives for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  said  House. 
THOS.  URQUHART, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives^, 
J.  D.  DEGOUTIN  BELLECHASSE, 

President  of  the  Legislative  CounciL 
Approved,  February  1st  1810. 

WILLIAM  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE, 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans^ 


co?n:sttti:tion 


OF  THE 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 


"We,  the  People  of  the  Uuited  States,  in  order  to 
frrm  a  more  perfect  Union,  establish  Justice,  ins'ire 
Domestic  Tranquility,  provide  for  the  Common  De- 
fence, promote  the  General  Welfare,  and  secure  the 
Blessings  of  Liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  Posteriy, 
do  ordain  and  tstahtish  this  Constitution  for  the  United 
States  of  America. 

ARTICLE  L 

Sec.  1.  All  Legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  S' ates,  which 
shall  cunbist  of  a  Senate  and  Huuie  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Sec.  2  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  com- 
posed of  members  chosen  every  second  year  b)  the 
people  of  the  several  states  ;  and  the  electors  in  each 
state  shall  have  the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors 
•f  the  most  numerous  brai.ch  of  the  state  legislacare. 

No  person  shall  be  a  Representative  v/h )  shall  not 
have  attained  to  the  age  of  iweniy-f.ve  years,  aud 
Ween  seven  years  a  citiztu  of  the  Uaited  States,  and 
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who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that 

stale  in  which  he  shail  be  chosen. 

Rej.resentauves  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  several  states  which  may  be  included 
v,\  hin  iliis  Union,  ace*  rding  to  their  respective  num- 
bers., which  shall  be  determmed  by  addmg  to  the 
whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound 
to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians 
not  taxed,  three-fifihs  of  all  other  persons.  The  actu- 
al enumeration  ihall  be  made  within  thiee  years  after 
thv  fi  bi  meeting  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  S  ates, 
and  Within  every  subsequent  term  of  ten  years,  m  such 
manlier  as  they  shall  by  law  direct.  The  number  of 
Representatives  shall  not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty 
thousand,  but  each  -rate  shall  have  at  least  one  Repre- 
sentative ;  and  until  such  enumeration  shall  be  made, 
the  state  of  New  Hampshire  shall  be  entitled  to 
chn  e  three  ;  Massachusetts,  eight  ;  Rhode  Island 
and  providence  Plantations,  one  ;  Connecticut,  five  5 
New-Y-rk,  six  ;  New  Jersey,  four;  Pens}lvania, 
eight  ;  Delaware,  one  ;  Mar\land,  six  ;  Virginia, 
ten  ;  North- Carolina,  five  ;  South  Carolina,  five  j 
and  Georgia,  three. 

When  vacancies  h'^ppen  in  the  Representation  from 
any  state,  the  executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue 
writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

The  House  of  Representatives  shall  chuse  their 
Speaker  and  oiber  fTictrrs  ;  and  ihaii  have  the  sole 
power  ot  inipeacniuent. 


C  It  "^ 

Sect.  S.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
Qoroposed  of  two  Senators  from  each  Srate,  cho  ca 
b\  the  Legislature  therof,  for  six  years  ;  and  tach 
Senator  shall  have  one  vote. 

Inimediateh  after  they  shall  be  assembled,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  first  election,  ihey  shall  be  divided  as 
equal  as  may  be  into  three  classes.  The  seats  of  the 
Senators  of  the  first  class  shaii  be  vacated  at  he  expi- 
ration of  the  second  year,  of  the  second  class  at  the 
expiration  of  the  fourth  year,  and  of  die  third  class 
at  the  expiration  of  the  '^ixth  year  ;  so  that  >  ne  th.rd 
may  be  chosen  every  second  year  ;  an;!  if  vacancies 
happen  by  resignation,  or  otherwise,  during  the  recess 
of  the  Legislature  of  any  State,  the  executive  thereof 
may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the  r.ext 
meeting  of  the  Legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such 
vacancies. 

No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  who  shall  not  have 
attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  year^:,  and  been  nine  ytars 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not  when 
elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  state  for  which  he 
shall  be  cliosen. 

The  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
President  of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  no  vote,  unless 
they  be  equally  divided. 

The  Senate  shall  choose  their  other  officers,  and  nlso 
a  Pre;:  dent  pro  tempore^  in  the  ab  ence  'f  the  Vice- 
President,  f>r  when  he  shall  exercise  the  olHce  of  Pre- 
sident of  the  LTniied  States. 
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The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  trv  all  Tiu- 
peachments.  When  sitting  for  iha'  purpose,  they 
shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation.  Whrn  the  President 
of  the  United  States  is  tried,  the  Chief  Justice  shall 
preside  ;  and  no  per.-^on  shall  be  convicted  without 
the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  present. 

Judgment  incases  of  impeachment  shall  not  extend 
furher  than  to  removal  Iron  office,  a  id  disqualifica- 
tion to  h  Id  and  enjo\  any  office  uf  honor,  trust  or 
profit  unuer  ihe  UnUcd  ocaies  ;  but  ihe  party  convicr- 
ed  .-hall  nevertheless  be  liable  and  subject  to  indict- 
ment, trial,  judgment  and  punishment  according  to 
law. 

Sec.  4.  The  times,  places  and  m.mner  of  holding 
elections  for  Senators  and  Representatives,  shall  be 
presc  Ibed  m  each  dilate  b\  the  Legislature  thereof  .* 
But  the  Congress  may  ai  any  time  hv  land  make  or 
alter  such  itguiaiions,  except  as  to  the  places  of 
chusii  g   Sei  aiors. 

The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  ever 
year,  and'vuch   meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday 
in  December,  unless  they  shall  by  law  appoint  a  diffe- 
rent day. 

Sec  5.  Each  House  vhall  be  the  judge  of  the  elec- 
tion', returns  and  qualifications  of  its  ov/n  me- ibers, 
and  a  majority  of  each  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to 
du  business  ;  but  a  smatier  number  mav  adjourn  fiom 
dav  to  day,  and  ma\"  be  authorised  to  compel  'hf  at- 
tendance of  absen  members,  in  su'.h  manner  a^id  un- 
der such  penalties,  as  each  House  may  provide. 


Firh  House  mav  d^  ermine  the  rule'^  of  its  pre- 
eeec!ii!gs,  ()uni'-h  it*-  menibe-s  f.>r  d";s  ..■d'-ih'  beha- 
vioiii,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thuds,  expel 
a  member. 

Each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceed'ntrs, 
and  from  time  to  time  publish  he  sa;ne,  exce,.Li  .5  •  h 
parts  as  may,  in  their  j  dgment,  require  sec;  ec)  ;  aid 
the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  ei'her  H  u.e 
©n  any  question,  shall,  at  the  de^i-e  of  one  fif;h  of 
those  preseni,  be  entered  (»n  the  josrual. 

Neither  House,  duiing  the  sessic-n  fjf  Cnng-ess, 
shall,  wiihout  the  conse.it  of  'he  fv.her,  adjourn  for 
more  han  ;h  ee  days,  n<.r  toans  other  place  than  that 
in  which  the  two  Houses  ^ha'l  be  sitting. 

Sec.  6.  The  Senators  and  Ren^'e'^sentatives  shall 
receive  a  compensation  for  ih-ir  ser\  ices,  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  neasury  of  the  U. 
States.  Thev  shall  in  all  ca^es,  except  treasf>n.  fei'.ny 
and  breach  of 'he  peace,  be  privileged  from  ane-:  dur- 
ing their  attendance  at  the  session  of  their  respective 
houses,  and  in  going  to  and  retut  ning  from  the  same  ; 
and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  House,  they 
shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

No  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the  timfr 
for  which  he  was  elected,  be  appoivced  to  any  civil  of- 
fice under  the  anthoritv  of  the  U^iied  States,  which 
shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emotuments  wher^^of 
shail  have  been  increased  during  such  time  ;  and  no 
person  holding   any  office  under  the    United  Siates, 
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shall  be  a  member  of  eiiher  House  during  his  conti- 
n  ance  in  office. 

S:  c.  7.  All  bills  for  raising  rever>ue  shall  originate 
in  h^:  House  of  Repiesentatives  ;  but  the  Senate  may 
p/()|K'se  or  concur  with  amendments  as  on  o-her  bills. 

Every  bill  which  shall  have  pas^d  the  H)use  of 
Repvei^^ntatives  and  the  Senate,  '-hal,  before  it  be- 
conif:  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  President  of  th*"  U. 
Sans  :  If  he  approve,  he  hall  siga  it;  but  if  no',  he 
shall  return  it  with  hi-,  objections,  to  that  H'>  jse  in 
vh  ch  it  shall  have  o'iginated,  who  shall  enter  the  ob- 
jections at  large  on  their  jo-  rnal  and  proceed  to  re-, 
consider  it.  If  after  such  re-consideration,  two  vh  ds 
of  that  House  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be 
seot,  togerhtr  with  tlje  objections,  to  the  other  H"use, 
by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  re-considered,  a  ul  if  ap- 
proved by  two-thi'di  of  ihal  Hou-e,  it  shall  b  co  ne  a 
law.  But  in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  b  th  Ho  .  es 
shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  na}s  ;  and  th  ;  ^  ues 
of  \hc  'persons  voting  for  and  against  the  bill,  ha!!  be 
entered  on  the  journa'  of  each  House  respecuvel  .  If 
any  bill  'hall  not  be  retur.ed  by  the  President  wi-.hin 
ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been 
presented  to  himj  the  same  -hnll  be  a  law,  in  the  like 
manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress  by 
their  adjournment  prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it 
shall  not  be  a  law. 

Everj'  order,  resolution  or  vote  to  which  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate  and  Plouse  of  Representatives 
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'Saav  be  necessary  (except  on  a  question  of  adionrn- 
mt;  t)  'hail  be  ptesentcd  to  the  P-c;ident  of  'he  Uni- 
ted Stales,  and  before  the  same  /.hail  ake  effect,  ohall 
be  aiJproved  b  him,  or  being  dibap;. roved  by  him, 
shall  be  re-passed  by  two-ihirds  of  the  Ser.aie  and 
House  of  Representatives,  according  to  the  rules  and 
limicalion  prescribed  in   the  case  of  a  bill. 

Sec.   8.  The  Congress  shall  have  power — 

To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  ex- 
cises, to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  c  inaion 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  S  ?.tes  ; 
but  all  dalles,  imposts  and  excises,  shall  be  uaifoVm 
•th;  oLigh  ut  the  U  lited  States  : 

To  btjrrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  U   Spates  : 

To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  states,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes  : 

To  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and 
uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies  through- 
out the  United  States  : 

To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of 
foreign -coin,  and   fix  the  standard  of  weights  and 
measures  : 

To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting 
the  securities  and  current  coin  of  the  United  States  : 

To  establish  post-offices  and  post  roads  : 

To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful 
arts,  by  securing,  for   limited  times,  to  authors  and 
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inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective  writ- 
ings and  discoveries  : 

Tvj  constitute  tiib mals  inferior  to  the  supreme 
©fjurt  : 

To  define  and  rvanish  piracies  a' d  felonies  commit- 
ted on  the  h  gh  seas,  and  uffences  against  .he  law  of 
naiions  : 

To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
prisal, and  make  rules  concerning  captures  on  land 
a  -d   water  : 

To   raise   and  supi^ort    armies  ;  but  no  apjjropria* 
ti'T.  ')f  mone)  to  ihai  Ubc  siiall  be  fur  a    loiiger    iLrm 
*thu*i  i.'.s/  ■  years  : 

To  pi  o\!d'  and  maintain  a  navy  : 

T  »  mnk'^  rulei  for  .h.-  g  wernment  and  regulation 
ef  the  In  .J  and  naval  forces  : 

To  p  o\ide  for  calling  forth  ihe  militia  to  execute 
the  law'^  «>t  h  U.uon,  sujjpiess  insurrections  and 
re[jel  inva  r     ^  : 

To  providr-  i' >r  o  gaiizing,  arming  and  disciplin- 
ing the  miiina,  a-id  for  g.\erning  s  ich  nart  of  rhem 
as  may  bo  eaijloyed  in  the  service  of  he  U>iiied 
Sates,  reserving  to  the  stales  respectively,  ihc  ap- 
p'/i'itment  of  the  oincers,  and  the  authority  of  train- 
ing -he  militia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed 
by  Coiigress  : 
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^o  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  what- 
soever, over  such  district  (not  exceediug  ten  miles 
aquaie)  as  may  bv  cession  of  particular  states,  and 
the  acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise 
like  authority  over  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent 
of  the  iegiblatuie  of  the  state  in  which  the  sanr.e  shall 

be,  for   the   erection   of    forrs,  magazines,  arsenals, 
dock-yards,  and  other  needful  buildmgs  : — And 

To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  ftjregoing  pow- 
ers, and  all  other  powers  vested  bv  this  Constitution 
in  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
department  or  officer  thereof. 

Sec.  9.  The  migration  or  importation  of  such  per- 
sons as  any  of  the  states  now  existmg  shall  think  pro- 
per to  Admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  b)  the  Congress 
prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such 
importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each 
person. 

The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  copus  shall 
not  be  suspended,  unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or 
invasion  the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  post  facto  law  shall  b© 
passed. 

No  capitation,  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid  un- 
less in  proportion  to  the  .  tn^us  or  enumeration  hereia 
before  directed  to  be  taken. 
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No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported 
from  any  state.  No  preference  shall  be  gi»  en  by  any 
reg  huion  of  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of 
one  ^tate  over  those  of  another  ;  nor  ^hall  vessels 
biiuiid  to,  or  fiom.  one  state  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear 
Or  pay  duties  in  another. 

N)  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but 
in  consequence  ef  appropriations  made  by  law  ;  and 
a  ;eguiar  statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  arid 
expenditures  of  all  public  money  shall  be  published 
from  time  to  time. 

No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  Uniteci 
Slates  :  and  no  person  holding  any  nffice  of  profit  or 
trust  under  them,  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the 
C(/iigreas,  accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  oil  ce, 
or  title  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  kmg,  prince  or 
foreign  state. 

Sec  10.  No  state  hall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alli- 
ance or  confederation ;  grant  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal  ;  coin  monev  ;  emi;  bills  of  credit  ;  make 
an\  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment 
of  debts  ;  |)ass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post  facto 
law.  or  hiw  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or 
grant  any  tide  of  nobility. 

No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Congress, 
lay  any  imposts  or  duiies  on  imj.orts  or  exports,  ex- 
cept what  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  executing 
its  inspection  laws  ;  and  the  nett  produce  of  all  duties 
and  imp' sts,  laid  by  any  stare  on  imports  or  exports, 
shall  be  for  the  use  ot  the  treasury  of  the  United 
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Siateis,  and  all  such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  revi- 
sion and  control  of  the  Congress.  No  stale  shall, 
without  the  consent  of  Congi-ess,  lav  any  d'ltv  of 
tonnage,  keep  troops,  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace, 
enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  another 
state,  or  with  a  foreign  power,  or  engage  in  war,  un- 
less actually  invaded,*  or  in  such  iminineut  danger  as 
will  not  admit  of  delay. 

ARTICLE  IL 

Sec.  1.  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a 
preident  of  the  Un  ted  Siaes  of  America.  He 
shall  hold  his  office  d'lrng  the  term  of  fovir  years,  and, 
together  with  the  Vi  -Pre  ident,  chosen  for  the 
the  same  term,  be  elected  as  follows  : 

Each  state  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the 
legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  electors, 
equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and  Represen- 
tatives to  which  !he  state  may  be  entitled  in  the  Con- 
gress ;  but  no  Senators  f»r  Representative  or  (le-ons 
holding  an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United 
States,  shall  be  appointed  an  elector. 

The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states, 
and  vote  by  ballot  for  two  persons,  of  whom  one  at 
least  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  state  with 
themselves.  And  ihey  -.hall  make  a  list  of  a'l  the 
persons  voted  for,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  tor 
each  ;  which  list  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  trans- 
mit, sealed,  to  the  seat  of  the  government  of  ihe 
United  Siaies,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate. 
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Tbe  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiives,  open  all 
the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  nuirtber  of  votes  shall 
be  the  President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  ihe 
whole  number  of  electors  appointed  ;  and  if  there  be 
more  *han  one  who  have  such  majority,  and  have  an 
equal  number  of  vntes,  then  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives shall  immediately  choose  by  ballot  one  of  them 
for  Presif'e  ^t ;  and  if  no  person  have  a  majority,  then 
from  the  fi  e  highest  on  the  list  the  said  house  shall 
in  like  manner  chuse  the  President.  But  in  chu-^ing 
the  President,  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states,  the 
representation  from  each  state  having  one  vote ;  a 
quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a  member  or 
members  from  two  thirds  of  the  states  and  a  majority 
of  all  the  states  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  In 
every  case,  after  the  choice  of  the  President,  the 
person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  of  the 
electors  bhall  be  the  Vice-P.  ebsdent.  But  if  there 
should  remain  two  or  more  who  have  equal  votes,  the 
Senate  hall  chuse  from  them  by  ballot  the  Vice- 
President. 

The  Congress  may  determine  the  time  of  chusing 
the  electors,  and  the  day  on  which  they  shall  give  iheir 
Voies  ;  which  day  shall  be  the  same  through  jut  the 
United  Slates. 

No  person  except  a  natural  born  citizen,  or  a  citi- 
zen of  the  [Jtiited  States,  ai  the  time  of  'he  adoption 
of  (.his  constitution,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of 
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President;  neither  <=haU  any  person  be  eligible  to  that 
office  who  shall  noc  huve  attained  to  the  age  of  ihirtv- 
iivr  cars,  a.'d  been  fourteen  j-ears  a  resident  wuhin 
thi  Ui.iied  S  ates. 

In  case  of  me  removal  of  the  President  from  office, 
or  of  his  death,  rebignaaon  or  inability  to  diocha  ge  die 
ptn.  r  rs  and  duties  of  '.he  said  office,  the  same  bhall 
devolve  on  the  Vice-President  ;  and  the  Congress 
nia)  by  law  provide  "or  the  case  of  removal,  deaih, 
re- ig- a'.ion.  or  ioa 'ility,  both  of  the  Pre::.ident  and 
Vicf -Piesident,  declaring  what  officeT  shall  then  act 
as  President  ;  and  4uch  officer  shall  act  accordingly, 
until  ^he  disability  be  removed,  or  a  President  shall 
be  elected. 

The  President  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for 
his  services,  a  compensation,  which  shall  neiiher  be 
inci eased  nor  diminished  during  the  period  for 
which  he  shall  have  been  elected  ;  and  he  shall  not  re- 
ceive wirhin  that  period  any  other  emolument  from 
tho  United  States,  or  any  of  them. 

Before  he  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he 
shall  lake  che  follov/iug  oath  or  affirmation  : 

"  I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faiih- 
fi'li  execute  the  office  of  President  of  the  United 
Stores;  and  will,  to  ihe  best  of  my  ability,  preserve, 
P'  .  ect  aod  defend  the  constitution  of  die  United 
Statt-." 

S;c.  2.  The  President  shall  be  commander  in  chief 
©f  the  uuny  and   navy  of  the    United  States,  aud   of 
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the  militia  of  the  several  states,  when  called  into  the^ 
actual  service  of  the  United  States;  he  mav  require 
the  opinion,  in  writing,  of  the  principal  officer  in 
each  of  the  executive  departments,  upon  any  subject 
relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  ;  and 
he  bhall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons 
for  offences  against  the  United  States,  except  incases 
of  impeachment. 

He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two 
thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur  ;  and  he  shall 
nominate,  and  b\'  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
tht  Siinate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors,  other  public 
iK'usters  and  consuls,  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
and  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  ap- 
pointments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  fur,  and 
Wiiich  -  hall  be  established  by  law  :  But  the  Congress 
m^.v,  by  lav/,  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior 
officers  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  President  alone, 
in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments. 

The  President  shall  have  pov/er  to  fill  up  all  ra,- 
cancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  die 
Senate,  by  granting  commissionjswhich  shall  expire 
at  the  end  of  the  next  session. 

Sec.  3.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the 
Congress  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
recommend  to  their  considera  ion,  such  measures  as 
he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient;  he  ma)-  on 
extraordinary  occasions,  convene  boili  Houses,    or 
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either  of  them,  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between 
them,  wiih  respect  t<>  the  time  of  adjournment,  he 
mav  adj  urn  them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  pro- 
per ;  he  shall  receive  ambassadors  and  other  public 
ministers;  he  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  farh- 
full\  executed,  and  shall  commission  all  the  officers 
/        of  the   United  Stares. 

Sec.  4.  The  President,  Vice-President,  and  all 
Mvil  officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  removed 
from  (-ffice  on  impeachment  for,  and  conviction  of 
treason,  bribery  or  other  high  crimes  and  miade- 
meanurs. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Sec.  1.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States^ 
shall  be  vested  in  one  supreme  court,  and  in  such  in- 
ferior courts  as  the  Congress  may  fr<jm  time  to  time 
ordain  and  establish.  The  judges,  both  ol  the  su- 
preme and  inferior  court,  shall  hold  their  offices 
during  good  behaviour;  and  shall  at  stated  times, 
receive  for  their  services  a  compensation,  which 
shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in 
office. 

Sec.  2  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all 
cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  this  Constitu- 
tion, the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  treaties  made, 
«r  which  shall  be  made,  under  their  authority  ;  to  all 
cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers, 
and  consuls  ;  to  all  cases  of  admiralt\  and  maritime 
jurisdiction  ;  to  controversies  to  which  the  United 
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States  shall  be  a  party  :  to  controversies  between  tw© 
or  more  sta'ics,  between  a  state  aid  citizen  of  au'rhef 
Stat?,  benveen  citizens  of  different  .states,  betvv  eer,  citi- 
zens of  the  same  state  claiming  lands  under  grar.;  cjf^ 
different  states,  and  between  a  ^tate,  or  the  citizens 
thereof,  and  foreign  states,  citizens,  or  subjects. 

In  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  otht  r  public 
ministers  and  consuls,  and  rho'-^e  in  which  a  state  shall 
be  party,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  original  juris- 
diction. In  all  other  cases  before  menii(:ned  ?h<"  Su- 
preme Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as 
to  law  and  fact,  with  snch  exceptions  and  under  such 
regiilations,  as  the  Congress  hhall  make. 

The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeach- 
ment, shall  be  by  jury  ;  and  such  trial  shall  be  held  in 
the  state  where  the  said  crimes  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted ;  but  when  not  committed  within  any  state, 
the  trial  shall  be  at  such  place  or  places,  as  the  Con- 
gress may  by  law  have  directed. 

Sec.  3.  Treason  against  the  United  Sates  shall  con- 
sist only  in  le-  ynig  war  against  them,  or  in  adhering 
to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.  No 
person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the  tes- 
timony of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  oa 
confesbion  in  open  court. 

The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  the  ptm» 
ishment  of  treason,  but  no  attainder  of  treason  shall 
woik  corrupt  ion  of  blood,  or  forfeiture,  except  during 
the  life  of  the  person  attainted. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

Sec.  l-  Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each 
state  to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceed- 
ings nf  every  other  state.  And  the  Congress  mav,  by 
general  laws,  prescribe  the  manner  in  whxh  such  acts, 
records  and  proceedings  shall  be  proved,  and  the  efFcci 
thereof. 

Sec.  2.  The  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entided 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  ia  th& 
several  states. 

A  person  charged  in  any  state  with  treason,  felony, 
or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice  atid  be 
found  in  another  state,  shall  on  demand  of  the  exe- 
cutive authority  of  the  state  from  which  he  fled,  be 
delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  state  having  juris- 
diction of  the  crime. 

No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state,  un- 
der the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in 
consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  dis- 
charged from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  deli- 
vered up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service 
or  labor  may  be  due. 

Sec.  3.  New  states  may  be  admitted  by  the  Con- 
gress into  this  Union  ;  but  no  new  state  shall  be  form- 
ed or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  state, 
nor  any  state  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or 
more  states,  or  parts  of  states  without  the  consent  of 
the  Legislatures  of  the  states  concerned,  as  wcli  as  of 
ifiG  Congress. 

1 
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The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the 
territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States  ;  and  nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  prejudice  any  clainas  of  the  Ui:iited 
States  or  of  any  particular  state. 

See*  4.  The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every 
state  in  this  Union,  a  republican  form  of  government, 
and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion  j  and 
on  application  of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the  executive, 
(when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened,)  against 
domestic  violence. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  Congress,  whenever  two  thirds  of  both  Houses 
shall  deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose  amendments  to 
this  constitution,  or,  on  the  application  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  two  thirds  of  the  several  states,  shall  call  a 
convention  for  proposing  amendments,  which,  in  ei- 
ther case,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
part  of  this  constitution,  when  ratified  by  the  legisla- 
tures of  three  fourths  of  the  several  states,  or  by  con- 
ventions in  three  fourths  thereof,  as  the  one  or  the 
Other  mode  of  ratification  may  be  proposed  by  the 
Congress  j  provided,  that  no  aniendinent,  which  may 
be  made  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight,  shall  in  any  manner  affect  the  first  and 
fourih  clauses  in  the  ninth  seciion  of  the  first  article  ; 
and  that  no  state,  without  its  consent  shall  be  de^ 
prived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

All  debts  contracted  and  engageraents  entered  intOj 
before  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  shall  be  as 
valid  against  the  United  States  under  this  constitution 
as  under  the  Confederation. 

This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and 
all  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  ;  and  the  judges  in  every  state  shall 
be  bound  thereby  ;  any  thing  in  the  constitution  of 
laws  of  any  state  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  Senators  and  Representatives  before  mention- 
ed, and  the  members  of  the  several  state  legislatures^ 
and  all  executive  and  judicial  officers,  both  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  and  of  the  several  states,  shall  be  bound  hy 
oath  or  affimation,  to  support  this  constitution  ;  but  no 
religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification 
t^o  any  office  or  public  trust  under  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  Vn. 

The  ratification  of  the  conventions  of  nine  states. 
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shall  be  sufficient  for  the  establishment  of  this  consti- 
tution between  the  states  so  ratifying  the  same. 

Done  in  Convention,  by  the  unanimous  consent  cj 
the  States-  present,  the  seventeenth  day  oj  Septem- 
ber^  in  ihe  year  c/f  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  tjghty-sevtn,  and  oj  the  luuepen- 
derice  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  txoeijih. 
In  Wituiss  v^hervcj  Tve  have  hereunto  subscribed 
eur  names* 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 

President,)  and  Drpuly  from  Virginieti 


NEW-H.\MPSmRE. 

John  Langdon, 
Nicholas  Giltnan. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Nal/uinitl  Gorhaniy 
Unfus  King. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Tf'^iltiaiii  Samuel  JohmoTij 
Jtiigfr  Slinman. 

NKW  -YORK. 
^Ic^iiridfr  HuitiUton. 

NEW  JERSEY. 
William  Livingston^ 
J}aviil  Bnarlyy 
Jfilliam  Faterson^ 
Jonathan  Dayton. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Btnjamin  Fiankliii^ 
Thomas  Mifflin, 
Bohtit  Morris, 
George  Clymtr, 
Thomas  FilzsimonSf 
Jaifd  ingersoll, 
Jamts  fVilsun, 
Gouvcnitur  MorriSf 


DELAWARE. 

Gfor^e  Htad, 
Gunning  Bidfordfjuiir.i 
John  lAckinsonf 
Richard  Basset t, 
Jaco.  Bro'im. 

MARYLAND. 
James  M^Htnry, 
Dan.  of  St.  Thomas  Jenife^ 
Danitl  Carroll, 

VIRGINIA. 
John  Blai'-, 
James  Madison,  jun'r. 

NORTH  -CAROLINA; 
William  Blount, 
jRichard  Dobbs.Spaight, 
Jiu.  TVilliamson, 

SOUTH  -CAROLINA. 
J.  Ratlcdgf, 

Charles  Cottswnrth  PinckneVf' 
Charles  Pinckney, 
Pierce  Butler, 

GEORGIA. 
Williani  lew, 
Abr.  Baldwin, 


Attest,       WILLIAM  JACKSON,  Secretary. 


TO  THE 

CONSTITUTION 

OF     THE 

UMITEB  STATES. 


CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES' 

IBeGUN   and   Hr:LD   AT  THE    CiTY   OF    NeW-YoRK     ON 

Wednesday  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand SEVEN  hundred  AND  EIGHTY-NINE. 

^he  Conventions  of  a  7Vimbtr  of  the  Sitfes,  havir.g  at 
the  time  of  ih  ir  adopting-  th^:  Constitution^  expressed 
a  desire^  in  order  to  prevent  misconstruction^  or 
abuse  of  its  powers^  that  further  declarator i^  and 
restrictive  clauses  should  he  added :  and  as  extend- 
"iilts,  .i  ing  thi' g^round  of  public  conf  deuce  in  t/ie  govern- 
ment will  best  ensure  the  Lenifcent  ends  of  its  insii- 
tution — 

RESOLVED    by  the    Senate  and    House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  (>f  America,  in 
Congress  assembled,  two  thirds  of  boili  Houses  con- 
l|k,»>  curring,  that  the  following  articles  be  proposed  to  the 

Legislatures  of  the  several  States  as  amendments  to 
the  ConsitLition  of  the  United  States,  all  or  any  of 
which  articles,  when  ratified  by  three  fourths  of  the 
said  Legislatures,  to  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purpo- 
ses, as  a  part  of  the  said  Constitution  :  viz. 
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Articles  in  addition  lo^  a  id  amendment  of^  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  of  A.>nerica^  proposed  bif 
Cong'^ess^  and  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  states^  pursuant  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  ori- 
ginal Constitution. 

ARTICLE   I. 

AFTER  the  first  enumeration  required  b"-  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution,  there  shall  be  one  re- 
presentative for  every  thirty  thousands  until  the  num- 
ber shall  amount  to  one  hundred,  after  which  the 
proportion  shall  be  so  regulated  by  Congress,  that 
there  shali  be  not  less  than  one  hundred  representa- 
tives, nor  less  thau  one  representative  for  every  forty 
thousand  persons,  until  the  number  of  representatives 
shall  a-nount  to  two  huridied  ;  after  which  the  pro- 
portion shall  be  so  regulated  by  Congress,  that  there 
shall  be  not  less  than  tw;  hundred  rej)resentaiives,  nor 
mere  than  one  representalive  for  every  fifty  thousand 
persons. 

ARTICLE  IL 

No  law  varying  the  compensation  for  the  services 
of  the  Senators  and  Representatives,  shall  take  effect, 
until  an  election  of  Representatives  shall  have  inter- 
vened. 

ARTICLE   in. 

Congress  phall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establish- 
ment of  religion,  or  prohibuing  the  free  exercise  there- 
of; or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the 
press  ;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  as- 
semble, and  to  petition  the  government  for  a  redress 
4f  grievances. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

A  well  regulated  militia  being  necessary  to  tiie  secu- 
rity of  a  free  state,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and 
Wear  arms  bhall  not  be  infringed. 

ARTICLE  V. 

No  soldier  shall  in  time  of  peace  be  quartered  ia 
any  house,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner;  nor  in 
time  of  v/ar,  bat  in  a  manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

ARTICLE  VL 

The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  per- 
sons, houses,  papers  and  e.Tects,  against  unreasonable 
searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated  and  no 
warrants  shall  issue,  but  on  probable  cause,  supported 
by  oaih  or  affirmation,  and  particuiaily  de-cribing  the 
place  to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or  things  to  be 
seized. 

ARTICLE  Vn. 

No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or 
otherwise  infamous  crime,  unles"^  on  a  presentment  cc 
indictt»->ent  of  a  grand  jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in 
the  land  or  naval  forces,  nr  in  the  militia  when  in 
actual  service  in  time  ('f  war  or  public  danger  ;  nor 
shall  any  person  be  subject  for  the  same  offence  to  be 
twice  put  in  jeoj^ardv  of  life  or  limb  ;  nor  shall  be  com- 
pelled, in  any  criminal  case,  to  be  witness  against 
himself  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property, 
without  due  process  of  law  ;  nor  shall  private  property 
be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  compensation. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

In  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused  shall  enjoy, 
the  riohi  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial 
hiry  of  ;he  state  and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall 
have  peeu  committed,  which  district  shall  have  been 
pr^-vioiislv  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  iuformed  of 
the  nature  ai;d  cause  of  the  accusaaon,  to  be  confront- 
ed Willi  h-  witnesseijs  against  hun  ;  to  have  compul- 
sory piocchs  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favour, and 
to  hii/e  th-;  a-.si  >ta.ice  of  co  insjl  for  his  defence. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

In  Ruif^at  com-non  law,  where  the  value  in  contra- 
versv  -hall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by 
jury  shall  be  preserved,  and  no  fact,  tried  by  a  jury, 
sh  ill  be  otherwise  re-examined  in  any  court  of  the 
United  States,  ihaa  according  to  the  rules  of  the  coai- 
mou  law. 

ARTICLE  X. 

Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  rec^uired,  nor  excessive, 
^nes  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishment  in- 
:^icted. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

The  enumeratien  in  the  Constitution,  of  certain 
rights,  shall  not  de  construed  to  deny  or  disparage 
©thers  retained  by  the  people. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 


(  33  ) 

the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are« 
reserved  to  the  states  respectively,  or  to  the  people. 

FREDERICK  A.  MUHLENBERG, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

JOHN  ADAMS,   Vice- Presiden t  of  tht 
United  States^  and  President  of  the  Senate, 
Attest, 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  Clerk  of  the  Houses 
of  Representatives, 

SAMUEL  A.    OTIS,  Secretary  of  the 

Senate, 

■Note.  The  ten  last  articles  of  amendments  have  been 
adopted  by  three  fourths  of  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  states  in  the  Union^  and  are  become  a  part  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^  The  tivojirsti 
articles  have  not  been  adopted. 
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THIRD  CONGRESS  OF  TPIE  UNITED  STATES 

At  a  second  session,  begun  and  hfld  at  the  City  of 
Philadelpha,  in  thti  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  Mon- 
day, the  second  of  Dsiceaiber,  one  thousand  seven 
h'Uidred  and  ninel) -ihrce. 

RESOLVED  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprc 
Sentaiives  of  tht  United  Statts  cf  America^  in  Congress 
assembled^  two  thirds  of  boih  Houses  concurrinnf, That 
the  fohowing  article  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  states,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  ihe  United  States  ;  which,  when  ratified  bv  three- 
fourths  of  the  said  legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part 
of  the  said  Constitution,  viz. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
be  construed  to  extend  to  anj  suit  in  law  or  equity, 
commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United 
States  by  citizens  of  another  state,  or  by  citizens  or 
subjects  of  anv  foreign  state. 

FREDERICK  AUGUSTUS  MUHLENBERG, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives* 

JOHN  ADAMS,  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States^  and  Preside  nt  of  the  Senate. 

Attest, 

JOHN  BECKLEY, 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representativesi 
SAMUEL  A.  OTIS, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 

■Note.  This  Resolution  was  ratified  by  three-fourths 
oj  the  States.  See  Journals  of  Congress,  January- 
mh^and  February  5thy  1798. 
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MIGHTH  COJVGRESS  OF  THE  UJVITED  STJTESli 

At  the  first  session,  begun  and  held  at  the  City  of 
Washington,  in  the  Territory  of  Columbia,  on  Mon- 
day the  seventeenth  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three. 

RESOLVED  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Repre' 
sentatives  of  the  Vnttrd  Statu  f  Amtrica,  in  Cn- 
gress  assembled,  tmo-thirds  f  the  Houses  concurring^ 
That  in  lieu  of  the  third  paragraph  of  the  first  section 
of  the  second  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  following  be  proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sta'es,  which 
when  ratified  by  three  f :)urths  of  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  states,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  Constitution,  to  wit : 

The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states, 
and  vote  by  ballot  for  President  and  Vice-President, 
one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of 
the  same  state  with  themselves  ;  they  shall  name  in 
their  ballot  the  person  voted  for  as  President,  and  in 
distinct  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  Vice-Presi- 
dent, and  they  shall  make  distinct  lists  of  all  persona 
voted  f  )r  as  President,  and  of  all  persons  voted  for  as 
Vice  President,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each, 
which  lists  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit 
sealed  to  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United  States, 
directed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  j  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the  certificates 
and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted.  The  person 
having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  President 
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shall  be  the  President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed  ;  and  if  no 
person  have  such  majority,  then  from  the  persons 
having  the  highest  numbers  not  exceeding  three,  on 
the  list  of  those  voted  for  as  President,  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  choose  immediately,  by  ballot, 
the  President.  But  in  choosing  the  President,  the 
votes  shall  be  taken  by  states,  the  representation  from 
each  state  having  one  vote  ;  a  quorum  for  this  pur- 
pose shall  consist  of  a  member  or  members  from  two 
thirds  of  the  states,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  states 
shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  And  if  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  not  choose  a  President  whene- 
ver the  right  of  choice  shall  devolve  upon  them,  be- 
fore the  fourth  day  of  March  next  following,  then  the 
Vice-President  shall  act  as  President,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  death  or  other  constitutional  disability  of  the 
I^resident. 

The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as 
Vice-President,  shall  be  the  Vice-President,  if  such 
number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors 
appointed;  and  if  no  person  have  a  majority,  then 
from  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  the  Senate 
shall  choose  the  Vice-President  ;  a  quorum  for  this 
purpose  shall  consist  of  two  thirds  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  Senators,  and  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 

But  no  person  constitutionally  ineligible  to  the  office 
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of  President  shall  be   eligible  to  that  of  Vice   Presi- 
dent of  the    United  States. 

Attest. 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  Clerk  to  the 
House  of  Rcpr.sentaUveti  of  the  United  'it^itcs. 

SAMUEL  A.  0TV6,  Sccye:ayij 
to  the  Senate  cf  tlic  United  States^ 


Ratified  by  the  consl'itutiomd  number  of  the  Le- 
gislatures cf  the  severed  states,  in  the  year  one  ihou- 
.cand  eight  hundred  and  four. 


^  r 


TREATY 

BETWEEN 

THE   UNITED  STATES  OF  A3IERICA, 

AND    IHE 

FRENCH    REPUBLIC. 

A.  HE  President  of  the  United  Spates  of  America  and 
the  First  Consul  of  the  French  Republic,  in  the  name 
offthe  French  people,  desiring  to  remove  all  source  of 
misunderstanding  relative  to  objects  of  discussion 
mentioned  in  the  r.econd  and  fifdi  articles  of  ihe  con- 
venMon  of  the  8th  Vendemaire  an  9,  (oOih  Septem- 
ber, 1800)  relative  to  the  rights  claimed  by  the  United 
States,  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Madrid 
the  27th  October,  1795,  between  his  Catholic  Majesty 
and  the  said  United  States,  and  v/illing  to  strengthen 
the  union  and  friendship  which  at  the  time  of  the  said 
convention  Was  happily  re-established  between  the 
two  nations  have  respectively  named  their  plenipoten- 
tiaries, to  wit,  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  of  the  said  States,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stales,  and  James 
Monroe,  minister  plenipotentiary  anti  envoy  extraor- 
dinary of  the  said  Slates,  near  the  government  of  the 
French  republic  ;  and  the  First  Consul,  in  the  name 
Fiench  people,  citizen  Francis  Barbe  Marbois,  minis- 
ter of  the  public  treasury,  who,  after  having  respee- 
tively  exchanged  their  full  powers,  have  agreed  to  the 
following  articles: 
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ARTICLE    I. 

V/HEREAS,  by  the  article  the  third  of  the  treaty 
concluded  at  St.  Ildelfonso,  the  9ch  Vetidemaire,  an 
9.  (1st  October,  1800.)  between  the  First  Consul  of 
tl.e  French  Repubhc  and  his  Catholic  Majesty,  it 
was  agreed  as  follows  :  "  His  Catholic  Majesty  pro- 
mises and  engages  on  his  part,  to  cede  to  the  French 
Republic,  six  months  after  the  full  and  entire  execu- 
tion, of  die  conditions  and  stipulations  herein  relative 
to  hij  Rnval  Highness  the  Duke  of  Parma,  the  colony 
or  province  of  Louisiana,  with  the  same  extent  that  it 
nov,'  has  In  die  hands  of  Spain  and  that  it  had  when 
F;ance  possessed  it  ;  and  such  as  it  should  be  after 
the  treaiies  subsequently  entered  into  between  Spain 
a:;d  oilier  states."  And  xu her  av ,  in  pursuance  of  the 
treaty,  and  particularly  of  the  third  article,  the  French 
Republic  has  an  incontestible  title  to  the  domain  and 
to  the  possession  of  the  said  territory  :  The  First 
Consul  of  the  French  Republic  desiring  to  give  to 
the  United  Sia-.es  a  strong  proof  of  his  friendship,  doth 
hereby  cede  to  ihe  aaid  United  States,  In  the  name  of 
the  French  Republic,  forever  and  in  full  sovereignty, 
the  said  territory  with  all  its  rights  and  appurtenan- 
ces, as  fully  and  in  the  same  manner  as  they  have  been 
acquired  by  the  French  Republic  In  virtue  of  the 
above  mentioned  treaty  concluded  with  his  Catholic 
Majesty. 

ARTICLE  IL 

In  the  cession  made  by  the  preceding  article  are  in- 
cluded the  adjacent  islands  belonging  to  Louisiana, 
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all  public  lots  and  squares,  vacant  lands,  and  all  public 
buildings,  fortifications,  barracks,  and  other  edifices 
which  are  not  private  property.  The  archives,  pa- 
pers and  documents,  reUitive  to  the  domain  and  sove- 
reignty of  Louisiana  and  its  depende.:cle.s,  will  be  left 
in  the  possession  of  the  commissaries  of  the  United 
States,  and  copies  will  be  afterwards  given  in  due 
form  to  the  magistrates  and  municipal  officers,  of  such 
of  the  said  papers  and  documents  as  may  be  necessary 
to  them. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  in- 
corporated in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  ad- 
mitted as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enj-^yment  of  all 
the  rights,  advantages  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  they  shall 
be  mamtained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  they 
profess. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

There  shall  be  sent  by  the  government  of  France  a 
commissary  to  Louisiana,  to  the  end  that  he  do  every 
act  necessary,  as  well  to  receive  from  the  officers  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty  the  said  country  and  its  depen- 
dencies, in  the  name  of  tiie  French  Republic,  if  it  has 
not  been  already  done,  as  to  t>"ansmit  it  in  the  name  of 
the  French  Republic  to  the  commissary  or  agent  of 
the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the   present 
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treaty  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
case  that  of  ihe  First  Consul  shall  have  been  previ- 
ously obtained,  the  Commissary  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic shall  remit  all  the  military  posts  of  New-Orleans, 
and  ovher  parts  of  .he  ceded  territory,  to  the  commis- 
sary o  commissaries  named  by  the  President  to  take 
pos-ession  ;  the  troops,  whether  of  France  or  Spain, 
who  may  be  there,  shall  cease  to  occupy  any  military 
post  from  the  time  of  taking  possession,  and  shall  be 
embarked  as  soon  as  possible,  in  the  course  of  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty. 

,^_^   ARTICLE  VI. 

The  United  States  promise  to  execute  such  treaties 
and  articles  as  may  have  been  agreed  between  Spain 
and  the  tribes  arid  nations  of  Indians  until  by  mutual 
consent  of  the  U.  States  and  the  said  tribes  or  nations^ 
other  suitable  articles  shall  have  been  agreed  upon. 

ARTICLE  VIL 

As  it  is  reciprocally  advantageous  to  the  commerce 
of  France  and  the  United  States  to  encourage  the; 
communication  of  both  nations  for  a  limited  time  in 
the  country  ceded  by  the  present  treaty,  until  general 
arrangements  relative  to  the  commerce  of  both  nations 
may  be  agreed  on  ;  it  has  been  agreed  between  the 
contracting  parties,  that  the  French  ships  coming  di- 
rectly from  F.  ance  or  any  of  her  colonies,  loaded  only 
with  the  produce  or  manufactures  of  France  or  her 
said  colonies  ;  and  the  ships  of  Spain  coming  directly 
from  Spain  or  any  of  her  colonies,  loaded  only  with 
the  produce  or  manufactures  of  Spain  or  her  colonies, 
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shall  be  admitted  during  the  space  of  twelve  j^ears  iq 
the  port  of  New-Orleans,  and  in  all  other  legal  ports 
of  entry  within  the  ceded  territory,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  ships  of  the  United  States  coming  directly 
from  France  or  Spain  or  any  of  their  colonies,  with- 
out being  subject  to  any  other  or  greater  duty  on 
merchandise,  or  other  or  g'-eater  tonnage  than  those 
paid  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

During  the  space  of  time  above  mentioned,  no 
other  nation  shall  have  a  right  to  the  same  privileges 
in  the  ports  of  the  ceded  territory  :  the  twelve  years 
shall  commence  three  months  after  the  exchange  of 
raaiications,  if  it  shall  take  place  in  F.ance,  or  three 
months  after  it  shall  have  been  notified  at  Paris  to  the 
French  government,  if  it  shall  take  place  m  the  Uni- 
ted States  ;  it  ib,  however,  well  understood,  that  the 
object  of  the  above  article  is  to  favor  the  manufac- 
tures, commerce,  freight  and  navigation  of  France 
and  of  Spain,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  importations  that 
the  Flench  and  Spanish  shall  make  into  the  said  ports 
of  the  United  Scales,  without  in  any  sort  affecting  the 
regulations  that  the  United  States  may  make  concern- 
ing the  exportation  of  the  produce  and  merchandize 
of  the  United  States,  or  any  right  they  mav  have  to 
make  such  regulations. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

In  future  and  forever  after  the  expiration  of  th* 
twelve  years,  the  ships  of  France  shall  be  treated  upon 
the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nations  in  the  porte 
above  mentioned. 
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ARTICLE  IX. 

The  prirticiilar  convention  signed  this  day  bj'  ihe 
respective  ministers,  having  for  its  object  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  S.ates  by  the  French  Republic,  prior  to  the 
30th  of  September,  1800,  (8th  Vendemiaire,  9,)  is  ap- 
proved, and  to  have  its  execution  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  it  had  been  inserted  in  the  present  treaty,  and  it 
shall  be  ratified  in  the  same  form  and  in  the  same 
time,  so  that  the  one  shall  not  be  ratified  distinct  frona 
the  other. 

Another  particular  convention,  signed  at  the  same 
date  as  the  present  treaty,  relative  to  a  definitive  rule 
between  the  contracting  parties,  is  in  the  like  manner 
approved,  and  will  be  ratified  in  the  same  form,  and 
in  the  same  time,  and  jointly. 

ARTICLE   X. 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  in  good  an4 
due  form,  and  the  ratif.cation  shall  be  exchanged  ia 
the  space  of  six  months  after  the  date  of  the  signa- 
tures by  the  ministers  plenipotentiaries,  or  sooner,  if 
possible. 

IN  FAITH  WHEREOF,  the  respective  pleni- 
potentiaries have  signed  these  articles  in  the  French, 
and  English  languages  :  declaring,  nevertheless,  that 
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the  present  treaty  was   originally  agreed  to  in  the 
French  language  ;  and  have  thereunto  put  their  seals. 

Done  at  Pa-is,   the   tenth  day  of  Floreal,    in  the 
elevertn  year  of  the  French  Republic,  and  the 
30ih  April,  1803. 
CSigned) 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON,  (l.  s.) 

JATviKS  MONROE,  (l.  s.) 

F.  BARBE  JNIARBOIS,  (l.  s.) 


ACT 


OF  THE 


§ONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

41^  ACT  to  enable  ihe  President  of  the  United  States- 
to  take  possesa'ion  of  the  Ten  it  r-es  ctdtd  by  frmce 
to  the  United  Si  ales,  by  th.^  treaty  concluded  at  Pa- 
ris^ on  the  tinriietli  of  April  laat  ;  and  f^r  ihe  lemm 
porary  g-.^vernment  thereof. 

JfS  E  IT  ENACTED  by  the  Sena'e  and  House  of 
■Representatives  oj  the  United  Stdes  of  America  m 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  take  posses- 
sion of,  and  occupy  the  territory  ceded  by  France  to 
the  United  States,  by  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris 
on  the  30th  day  of  April  last,  between  the  two  na- 
tions ;  and  that  he  may  for  that  purpose,  and  in  orier 
to  maintain  in  the  said  territories  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  employ  any  part  of  the  army  and  navy 
©f  the  United  States,  and  of  the  force  authorised  by 
an  act  passed  the  third  day  of  March  last,  entitled 
"  An  act  directing  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  erecting  certain  arsenals," 
which  he  may  deem  necessary  :  and  so  much  of  the 
sum  appropriated- by  the  said  act  as  may  be  necessa- 
ry is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
this  act  into  effect  ;  to  be  applied  under  the  direction 
ef  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
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Sect.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  until  the  ex- 
piratioti  ox  the  present  session  of  Congress,  unless 
provision  fur  ihe  temporary  governir.ent  of  the  baid 
territories  be  sooner  made  b}  Congress,  all  ihe  milita- 
ry, civil  and  judicial  powers,  exercistd  b\  the  officers 
of  the  existing  governm*  nt  of  the  same,  shtill  be  vest- 
ed in  such  persijn  and  persons,  and  shall  be  exercised 
in  such  m.aiHKr  as  'he  prchidcnt  of  the  United  S  ates 
shall  direct,  for  m  iiu-aining-  aiid  prof^cting  the  inhab- 
itants of  Louisia.  a  in  the  free  eijoyment  of  iheir  li- 
feerty,  properly,  and  religion. 

NATHANIEL   MACON, 

Speaker  of  the  Houne  of  Rejt7-ehentalives. 

JOHN  BROWN, 

President  vf  the  Senate  tiro  temjiore. 
October  31,  1803. 
Approved. 

TH:   JEFFERSON. 
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AN   ACT 

m'ecting'  Louisiana  into  two  ttrr'ftories,  and  providing 
for  the  temporarij  gowrnment  thereof. 


LJE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hnise  of  Re'  r  -sen' 
taii-ues  of  th  United  St>tes  of  America  in  Congrr'is 
assembled^  That  all  that  portion  of  country  ceded  by- 
France  to  the  United  States,  under  the  name  of  Lou- 
isiana, which  lies  south  of  the  Mississippi  territory, 
and  of  an  east  and  west  line  to  commence  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  at  the  thirty  third  degree  of  north  lati- 
titude,  and  to  extend  west  to  the  western  boundary 
of  the  said  cession,  shall  constitute  a  territory  of  the 
United  Sates,  under  the  name  of  the  territory  of 
Orleans  ;  the  government  whereof  shall  be  organised 
and  administered  as  follows  : 

Sec.  2.  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a 
governor,  who  shall  reside  in  the  said  territory,  and 
hold  his  office  during  the  term  of  three  years,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
He  bhall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  of  the 
said  territory  ;  shall  have  power  to  grant  pardons  for 
offences  against  the  said  territory,  and  reprieves  for 
those  against  the  United  States,  until  the  decision  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  thereon,  shall  be 
made  known  ;  and  to  appoint  and  commission  all  ofli- 
cers  civil  and  of  the  militiaj  whose  appointments  are 
not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be 
established  by  law.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws 
be  faithfully  executed. 

Sec.   3.  A  secretary  to  this   territory  shall    also  be 
appointed,  who  shall  hold  his  office  during  the  term  of 
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ifour  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  Presidenii'* 
of  the  United  States,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  under 
the  direction  ot  the  governor,  to  record  and  preserve- 
a  I  the  papers  and  proceedings  of  the  executive,  and 
all  acts  of  the  governor  and  legislative  council,  and 
transmit  authentic  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the- 
governor  in  his  executive  department,  every  six 
months,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  In 
case  of  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  governor  the  gov* 
ernment  of  said  territory  shall  devolve  on  the  secre- 
tary. 

Sec.  4.  The  legislative  powers  shall  be  vested  in  the 
governor,  and  in  thirteen  of  the  most  fit  and  discreet 
persons  of  the  territory,  to  be  called  the  legislativer 
council,  who  shall  be  appointed  annually  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  from  among  those  hold- 
ing real  estate  therein,  and  who  shall  have  resided  one^ 
year  at  least  m  the  said  territory,  and  hold  an  office 
of  profit  under  the  territory  or  the  United  States* 
"the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  said  legislative  council,  or  of  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  have  power  to  alter,  modify  or  repeal  the  laws 
■which  may  be  in  force  at  the  commencement  of  this 
^ct.  Their  legislative  powers  shall  also  extend  to  all 
the  rightful  subjects  of  legislation  ;  but  no  law  shall 
|)e  valid  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  which  shall  lay  any 
person  under  restraint,  burthen,  or  disability,  on  ac- 
count of  his  religious  opinions,  professions  or  wor- 
ship, in  all  which  he  shall  be  free  to  maintain  his  own,- 
and  not  burthened  for  those  of  another.  The  govern 
^or  shall  publish  throughout  the  said  territory,  all  thfe- 


(  51   ) 


laws  which  shall  be  made,  and  shall,  from  time  to  tirac^^ 
report  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  laid  before  Congress  :  which,  if  disapproved  of 
by  Congress,  shall  thenceforth  be  of  no  force.  The 
Governor  or  i-egislative  Council  shall  have  no  power 
over  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil,  nor  to  tax  di« 
lands  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  interfere  with  the 
claims  to  lands  within  the  said  Territory.  The  Gov- 
ernor shall  convene  and  prorogue  the  Legislative 
Council,  whenever  he  may  deem  it  expedient.  It 
shall  be  his  duty  to  obtain  all  the  information  in  his 
power,  in  relation  to  the  customs,  habits  and  disposi- 
tions of  the  inhabitants  of  ihe  said  Territory,  and  com- 
municate the  same,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Sect.  5.  The  judicial  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Su- 
perior Court,  and  in  such  Inferior  Courts  and  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  as  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  may, 
from  time  to  time  establish.  The  Judges  of  the  Su- 
perior Court  and  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  the  term  of  four  vears.  The  Superior 
Court  shall  consist  of  three  judges,  any  one  of  uhom 
shall  constitute  a  Court  ;  they  shall  have  jurisdiction 
in  all  criminal  cases,  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all 
those  which  are  capital  ;  and  original  and  appellate 
jurisdiction  in  all  cases  of  the  value  of  one  hundred 
dollars.  Its  sessions  shall  commence  on  the  first 
Monday  of  every  month,  and  continue  till  all  the  bu- 
siness depending  before  them  shall  be  disposed  of. 
They  shall  appoint  their  own  clerk.  In  all  criminal 
prosecutions  which  are  capital,  the  trial  shall  be  by  a 
J  ary  of  twelve  good  atid  lawful  men  of  the  vicinage  4 
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and  in  all  sases  criminal  and  civil  in  the  Superior 
Court,  the  trial  shall  be  by  a  jury,  if  either  of  the  par- 
ties require  it.  The  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  :  they  shall  be  bailable,  unless  for  capital  offen- 
ses where  the  proof  shall  be  evident,  or  the  presump- 
tion great  ;  and  no  cruel  and  unusual  punishment 
shall  be  inflicted. 

Sect.  6.  The  Governor,  Secretary,  Judges,  District 
Attorney,  Marshal,  and  all  general  officers  of  the  mi- 
litia shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Utiited 
States,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate  ;  but  shall  be  nomi- 
nated at  their  next  meeting  for  their  advice  and  con- 
sent. The  Governor,  Sectetary,  Judges,  Members  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  all 
other  officers,  civil  and  of  the  militia,  before  they  en- 
ter upon  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  shall 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  constitution 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  their  office  ;  the  Governor,  before  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  or  before  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  or  District  Court  of  the  United  Slates, 
or  before  such  other  person  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  authorise  to  administer  the  same  j 
the  Secretary,  Judges,  and  Members  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  before  the  governor  ;  and  all  other  offi- 
cers before  such  person  as  the  governor  shall  direct. 
The  governor  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  five 
thousand  dollars  ;  the  secretary  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  and  the  judges  of  two  thousand  dollars  each  ; 
to  be  paid  quarter  yearly  out  of  the  revenue  of  im- 
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.posts  and  tonnage,  accruing  v/ithin  the  said  territory* 
The  members  of  che  Legislative  Council  shall  receive 
four  dollars  each  per  day,  during  ihcir  attendance  in 
council. 

Sec.  7-  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  follow- 
ing acts,  that  is  to  say  : 

An  act  for  che  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States  : 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  citizens  of  ihe  United  States 
from   privateering  against  nations  in  amiiy  widi  the 

^United  SLates. 

An  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  therein 
specified. 

An  act  respeciiug  fugitives  from   justice,  and  per- 
^   sons  escaping  from  service  of  th/ir  masters. 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  carrying  on  the  Slave  Trade 
from  the  United  Slates  to  any  foreign  place  or  coun- 
try. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  importation  of  certain  persons 
into  certain  states,  where,  by  the  laws  thereof,  their 
admission  is  prohibited. 

An  act  to  establish  the  Post-OlHce  of  the  United 
States. 

An  act  farther  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads,  and  for  the  more  secure  carriage  of  the  mail  of 
the  United  States. 
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An  for  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  law4 
«f  the  United  States. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled,  an  act  for  the 
more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arta, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose. 

An  act  to  extend  the  privilege  of  obtaining  patents 
for  useful  discoveries  and  inventions  to  certain  per- 
sons iherein  mentioned,  and  to  enlarge  and  define  thr 
penalties  for  violating  the  rights  of  patentees. 

An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  secur- 
ing the  copies  of  maps  ,charts  and  books  ,lo  the  authors 
and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  time  there- 
in mentioned. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled,  an  act  for 
the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies 
of  roaps,  charts  and  books,  to  the  authors  and  propri- 
etors of  such  copies,  daring  the  times  therein  mention- 
ed ;  and  extending  the  benefits  thereof  to  the  arts  of 
designing,  engraving  and  etching  historical  and  other- 
prints. 

An  act  providing  for  salvage  in  case  of  recapture. 

An  act  respecting  alien  enemies. 

An  act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  the  public 
acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  in  each  state 
shall  be  authenticated,  so  as  to  take  effect  in  every 
other  state. 
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An  act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with  the  In- 
dian tribes. 

An  act  for  continuing  Tn  force  a  law  entitled,  an  act 
for  establishing  trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes. 
And 

An  act  making  provision  relative  to  rations  for  In- 
dians, and  to  their  visits  to  the  seat  of  gr.vernment, 
shall  extend  to  and  have  full  force  and  effect  in  the 
above  mentioned  territories. 

Sect.  8.  There  shall  be  established  in  the  said  Ter- 
ritory a  District  Court,  to  consist  of  one  Judge,  who 
shall  reside  therein,  and  be  called  the  District  Judge, 
and  who  shall  hold  in  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  four 
sessions  annually  j  the  first  to  commence  on  the  third 
Monday  in  October  next,  and  the  three  other  ses- 
sions, progressively,  on  the  third  Monday  of  every 
third  calender  month  thereafter.  He  shall  in  all 
things,  have  and  exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  and 
powers  which  are  by  law  given  to,  or  may  be  exercis- 
ed by  the  Judge  of  Kentucky  District  ;  and  shall  be 
allowed  an  annual  compensation  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  paid  quarter  yearly  out  of  the  revenues  of 
imposts  and  tonnage  accruing  within  the  said  territo- 
ry. He  shall  appoint  a  clerk  for  the  said  district, 
who  shall  reside,  and  keep  the  records  of  the  Court, 
in  the  City  of  Orleans,  and  shall  receive  for  the  ser- 
vices performed  by  him,  the  same  fees  to  which  the 
clerk  of  Kentucky  District  is  entitled  for  similar  ser- 
vices. 

There  shall  be  appointed  in  the  said  district,  a  per- 
son learned  in  the  law,  to  act  as  attorney  for  the  U. 
States,  who  shall,   in  addition  to   his   stated  fees,  be 
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paid  six  hundred  dollars,  annually,  as  a  full  compea- 
sation  for  all  extra  services.  There  shall  also  be  ap- 
pointed a  marshal  f.^r  the  said  district,  who  shall  per- 
form the  same  duties,  be  subject  to  the  same  regulaiions 
and  penalties,  ar.d  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  to  which 
marshals  in  odier  districts  are  entitled  for  similar 
servicer,  j  and  shall  moreo\cr  be  paid  two  hu);dred 
dollars  annually,  as  a  compcusalion  for  all  extra  ser- 
vices. 

Sec.  9.  All  free  male  white  persons,  Avho  are  house 
keepers,  and  who  shall  have  resided  one  year,  at  lea^t, 
in  the  said  territory,  shall  be  qualified  to  serve  as  grand 
or  petit  jurors,  h\  the  courts  of  the  said  territory  ; 
and  they  shall,  until  the  legislature  thereof  shall  other- 
wise direct,  be  selected  in  such  manner  as  the  judges 
of  the  said  courts,  respectively,  shall  prescribe,  so  as 
to  be  most  conducive  to  an  impartial  trial,  and  to  be 
least  burtheusoaie  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  territory. 

Sec.  10.  It  shall  not  be  lav.'ful  f)r  any  person  or 
persons  to  import  or  bring  into  the  said  territory, 
from  any  port  or  place  without  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  so  imported  or 
brought,  or  knowingly  to  aid  or  assist  in  so  importing 
or  bringing  any  slave  or  slaves.  And  every  person 
so  offending,  end  being  thereof  convicted  before  an  y 
court  widiin  the  said  territory,  having  competent  ju- 
ri-.diction,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  eacii  and  every 
slave  so  imported  or  brought,  the  stl.'n  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars  ;  one  moiety  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States  and  the  other  moiety  for  the  use  of  the  person 
^r  persons  v/ho  shall  sije'fov  the  same  ;  and  every  slav^ 
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30  imported  or  b-ought,    s>hall  thereupon  become  en- 
titled lo,  and  receive  his  or  her  fi  eedom.     li  shall  not 
be    lawful   for   anv    perscm    or  persons  to   import   or 
bring  into   die  j-aid  territory,  from  any  port  or  place 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  to  cause  or 
procure  to  be  so   imj^orted  or  brought,  or  knowingly 
to  aid  or  assist  in  so   importing  or  bringing  any  slave 
or  slaves,  which  shall  have  been  i  .ported  since    the 
first  day    of  May,   one    ihou::iand  seven   hundred  and 
ninety  eight,  into  any  port   or  place  within  the   limits 
of  the    United  Slates,  or  which   may   hereafter  be  so 
imported,  from   any  port   or  place  without  the   limits 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  every  person  so  offendmg, 
and  being  thereof  convicted   before   any  court  within 
said  territory,    having   competent  jurisdiction,   shall 
forfeit  and  pay  for  each  and  every   slave  so  imported 
or  brought   from  without  the  United  States  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars,  one  mceity  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  for  the  use  of  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  ;  and  no 
slave  or  slaves  shall  directly  or    indirecdy  be  intro- 
duced into  said  territory,  except   by  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  removing  into  said  territory  for  actual 
settlement,  and  being  at  the  time  of  such  removal  bona 
fide  owner  of  such   slave    or  slaves  ;  and   every  slave 
imported  or  brought  into  the  said  territory,  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,   sh^U  thereupon  be  entitled 
to,  and  receive  his  or  her  freedom. 

Sec.  11.  The  laws  in  force  in  the  said  territory,  at 
the  commencement  of  this  act,  and  not  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  thereof,  shall  continue  in  force, 
until  altered,  modified,  or  repealed  by  the  legislature. 

I 
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Sec.  12.  The  residue  of  the  province  of  Louisiana, 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  called  the  District 
of  Louisiana,  the  government  whereof  shall  be  or- 
ganized and  administered  as  follows  : 

The  executive  power  now  vested  in  the  governor  of 
the  Indiana  territory,  shall  extend  to,  and  be  exercised 
in  the  said  District  of  Louisiana.  The  governor  r.nd 
judges  of  the  Indiana  territory  shall  have  power  to 
establish,  in  the  said  District  of  Louisiana,  inferior 
courts,  and  prescribe  their  jurisdiction  and  dutigs, 
and  to  make  all  laws  which  they  may  deem  conducive 
to  the  good  g  ivernnitnt  of  the  inhabitans  thereof: 
Ficvicit'd  l.owevir^  1  hat  no  law  shall  be  valid  which 
is  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  or  which  shall  lav  any  person  under 
restraint  or  disability  on  account  of  his  religi  mjs  opi- 
nions, profession,  or  worship  ;  in  all  of  which  he 
jhail  be  free  to  maintain  his  own,  and  not  burihend 
for  thofe  of  another  :  And  provided  also.  That  in  all 
criminal  prosecutions,  the  trial  shall  be  by  a  jury  of 
twelve  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  vicinage,  and  in 
all  civil  eases  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  the 
trial  shall  be  by  jury,  if  either  of  the  parties  require  it. 
The  judges  ol  the  Indiana  territory,  or  any  two  of 
them,  shall  hold  annually  two  courts  within  the  said 
district,  at  such  j  lace  as  will  be  most  convenient  to 
the  inhabitants  thereof  in  general,  shall  possess  the 
same  jurisdiction  they  now  possess  in  the  Indiana 
territory,  and  shall  continue  in  session  until  all  the 
the  business  depending  before  them  shall  be  disposed 
of.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  Indi- 
ana territory  to  record  and  preserve  all  the  papers  and 
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proceedings  of  th''  governor,  an  executive  nature, 
relative  to  the  district  of  Louisiana,  and  transmit  au- 
thentic copies  ihereof  every  six  months  to  the  Presi- 
dent «f  the  United  Suites.  The  governor  shall  pub- 
lish throvighout  the  said  district,  all  the  laws  which 
may  be  inade  as  aforesaid  and  shall,  from  time  to  time 
report  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  laid  before  Congress,  Avhich,  if  disapproved  of 
by  Congress,  shall  thenceforth  cease  and  be  of  no 
effect. 

Tlie  said  district  of  Louisiana  shall  be  divided  into 
districts  by  the  governor,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  as  the  convenience  of  the  settlements  shall 
require,  subject  to  such  alterations  hereafter  as  expe- 
rienrre  mav^jrove  more  convenient.  The  inhabitants 
of  each  dlstiict,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
forty- fi\'e  shall  be  formed  into  a  militia  with  proper 
officers,  according  to  their  numbers,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  governor,  except  the  commanding  officer,  who 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  and  who  whether 
a  capta:n,#niajor,  or  a  colonel,  shall  be  the  c'»mmand- 
ing  officer  of  the  said  district,  and  as  such,  shall,  under 
the  governor,  have  command  (jf  the  regular  officers 
and  troops  in  his  district  as  well  as  of  the  militia,  for 
which  he  shall  have  a  brevet  commi^^sion,  giving  hiiu 
such  command,  and  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  an 
officer  of  .he  same  grade  in  the  regular  army  ;  he  shall 
be  specially  charged  with  the  employment  of  the  mili- 
tary and  militia  of  his  district,  in  cases  of  sudden 
invasion  or  insurrection,  and  until  the  orders  of  the 
governor  can  be  received,  and  at  all  times  with  the 
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uuty  of  ordering  a  •military  patrole,  aided  hv  militia 
if  nectssarv,  to  arrest  uniuth  ribed  jettleis  in  any  part 
of  hii  district,  and  \o  commit  auch  cfFeudcib  to  jail  to 
be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Sf  c.  13.  The  laws  i.i  force  in  the  said  district  of 
Louisiana,  al  the  coninitrnccmenl  of  this  act,  and  not 
inconsistent  with  any  of  the  (jrovi-iions  thereoi,  bh.ill 
contiiMie  in  f.rce  until  altered,  motified  or  repealed  by 
the  governor  and  judges  of  the  Indiana  territory,  as 
aforesaid. 

S.-ct.  14.  Anrl  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  grants 
for  lands  withni  the  territories    ceded   by  the    French 
Republic  to  thr  United  States,   by    the   treaty  of   the 
thirtieth  of  April,  in  the  year  .-i^ie  ih^iisaiid  eight  hun- 
dred and  three,  the  title  whereof  was,  at  the  date  of 
the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  in  .he  crown  government 
or  nation  of  Spain,  and  e^ery  acta..d  proceeding  sub- 
seqaent  thereto,  of  whatsoever  nature,  towards  th'-  ob- 
taining any  giant,  title  or  clain  to  such  lands,  and  un- 
der such  whatsoever  authority  transacted,  or  pretend- 
ed, be  and   he  jame  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  and  to 
have  been  from  the  beginning,  null,  vo":d  and  (>f  no  ef- 
fect  in  law  or   equitv  :    provided    nevei  thcless,    that 
any  thing    in  this  secti'  n  contained  shall  not  be  cons- 
trued to  make  nidi  and  void  any  bona  fide  grant,  made 
agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages  and  customs  of  the  Spa- 
nish government  to  an  actual  settler  on   the  lands  so 
granted,  for  himself,  and  for  his  wife  and  family  ;  or 
to  make  null  and  void  any  bona  fide  act  or  proceeding 
done  by  an  actual  settler  agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages 
and  customs  of  ihc  Spanish  government,  to   obtain  a 


(  61  ) 


grant  for  lands  acturulv  settled  (Mi  by  the  person  or 
persons  claiming  tiiie  thereto,  if  such  settlement  in 
either  ca:ie  was  actually  made  prior  to  the  twentieth 
day  of  D^.cember,  one  thousand  eiglic  h.indrtu  and 
thret; ;  and  provided  further,  that  such  grant  shall  not 
secure  to  ihc  g'an^ee  or  his  assigns  more  than  one 
mile  sqr.are  of  land  tr.gether  with  such  other  a. id  fur- 
tht^r  quaniitv  as  heretofore  hath  bcci-j  allowed  for  the 
wife  and  family  of  such  actual  settler,  agreeably  to 
the  laws,  usages  and  customs  (jf  the  Spani-h  govern- 
mciu.  —  And  thai:  if  any  citizens  of  the  United  States 
or  other  person,  shall  make  a  settlement  on  any  lands 
belonging  ;o  the-  United  State?,  within  the  liniiis  of 
Louisiana,  or  shall  survey,  or  attempt  to  survey,  such 
lands,  or  to  designate  boundaries  by  marking  trees,  or 
otherwise,  such  t-ffender  shall  on  conviction  thvrreof, 
in  any  court  of  record  <;f  the  United  States,  or  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  f  ufeit  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  dollars,  and  suffer  imprisonrnent 
not  exceeding  tv/elve  monihs  ;  and  it  shall,  moreover, 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to 
employ  such  military  force  as  he  mav  judge  necessary 
to  remove  from  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States 
any  such  citizen  or  other  person,  v/ho  shall  attempt  a 
Settlement  thereon. 

Sect.  15-  The  President  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  authorised  to  sti,ju!ate  with  any  Indian  tribes 
owui:  g  lauds  on  the  cast  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
residing  there  m,  fur  an  exchange  of  lands,  the  pro^ 
r-erty  of  the  United  States,  on  the  west  side  of  tlie 
Mississippi,  in  case  the  said  tribes  sardi  remove  and 
^settle  thereon  ;   but  in  such  stipulation,  the  said  tribe° 
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shall  acknowledge  themselves  to  be  under  the  protec- 
titm  of  the  United  Spates,  and  shall  agree  that  they 
will  not  hold  any  treaty  with  any  foreign  power,  indi- 
vidual state,  or  with  the  individuals  of  any  state  or 
power  ;  and  that  they  will  not  sell  or  di-,nose  of  the 
said  lands,  or  anv  part  thereof,  to  any  sovereign  power 
except  the  United  States,  nor  to  the  subjects  or  citi- 
zens of  any  other  sovereign  power,  nor  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  And  in  order  to  maintain  peace 
and  tranquility  wiih  the  Indian  tribes  wh  )  reside  with- 
in the  limits  of  Louisiana,  as  ceded  bv  France  to  the 
United  States,  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  inte  r- 
co'.ivse  v.'ith  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace 
en  the  frontieis,"  is  hereby  extended  to  the  territories 
erected  and  established  by  this  act ;  and  the  sum  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  oih^rv,  ise  appropriated  by  lav/,  is  hereby  appro- 
priated to  enable  the  Pres';dc;at  of  the  United  States, 
lu  effjct  the  ol/jecL  expressed  ia  this  section. 

Sect.  15.  The  act  passed  on  the  thirty-first  day  of 
October,  one  tliousaud  ..'i^ht  handred  and  three,  en- 
titled '•'■  An  act  to  eaablvi  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  the  territories  ceded  by 
France  to  the  United  States,  by  the  treaty  concluded 
at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April  lust,  and  for  the 
temporary  government  thereof,"  shall  continue  in 
force  until  the  first  day  of  October  next,  any  thino- 
therein  to  die  coniiary  notwithbtuiidli.g ;  on  which 
said  first  d:.y  of  October,  this  act  shall  coirmence, 
and  have  full  fcjixejand  shall  continue  in  iorcv.-  for  ai-d 
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during  the  term  of  one  year,  and  to  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress  which  may  happen  there- 
after. 

NATHl.  MACON, 

Speaker  of  the  lions.'  of  Representatives. 

JESSE  FRANKLIN, 

President  of  the  Senate^  pro  tempore. 
March  26,  1804. 


Approved, 


TH:  JEFFERSON. 


AN  ACT 

Further  providing  for  the  government   of  the    Tcrri- 
tcrij  of  Cricans. 

Sect.  I.  BE  it  enacttd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ar.u  rica  in 
Congress  assembled^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  establish  v/ith- 
in  the  territory  of  Orleans,  a  governmient  in  all  res- 
pects similar  (except  as  is  herein  otherwise  provided) 
to  that  now  exercised  in  the  Mississippi  territory, 
and  shall  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  but  to  be  nomi- 
nated at  their  next  meeting,  for  their  advice  and  con- 
sent, appoint  all  the  officers  necessary  therein,  in  con- 
fprmity  with  the  ordinance  of  Congress  made  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven,  and  that  from  and  after  the 
establishment  of  the  said  government,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  territory  of  Orleans,  shall  be  entitled  to,  and 
enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  advantages,  secu- 
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red  by  the  said   ordinance,  and  now  enjoyed  b)    ihe 
pfojjie  of  the  Misaibsii'pi  territory. 

Sect.  2.  And  he  it  farther  e>;art-;d.,  T'lat  so  mucii 
of  the  said  ordinance  of  Congress  as  relates  to  the 
organization  of  a  general  a';'=emblv,  and  prescribes 
the  ])0'vvers  thereof,- shall .  frfun  and  after  the  fourth 
day  of  July  next,  be  in  force  in  tiie  said  territory  ot 
Orleans  ;  and  in  order  to  carry  the  same  in*o  npera- 
raiion,  the  governor  of  the  said  territ  iry  bhall  cause  to 
be  elected  twenty-fixe  representatives,  for  which  pur- 
pi^re  he  shii'il  lay  off  ihe  said  territor\  into  convenient 
eLction  districts  on  or  be!  (re  the  first  iVlonday  of  Oc- 
tober next,  and  give  due  notice  thereof  through- 
out the  same  ;  and  shall  appoint  the  most  convenient 
time!  and  place  within  each  of  the  said  dioliicts,  for 
holding  the  elocti  nis  ;  aud  shall  nominate  a  pro[)er  of- 
ficer or  ofiicers,  to  preside  at  and  conduct  the  same, 
and  to  return  to  him  the  names  of  the  persons  who 
m c\y  have  been  duly  elected. 

All  subsequent  elections  shall  be  regulated  bv  the 
legi  lature :  and  the  number  of  representatives  shall 
be  determined,  ar.d  the  apportionment  made  in  the 
manner  prcso  bed  by  the  said  ordinance. 

Sect.  3.  An  I  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  repre- 
sentatives to  be  chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  conven- 
ed by  the  governor,  in  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  on 
the  fust  Monday  in  November  next;  and  the  first 
general  assembly  shall  be  convened  by  the  governor 
as  soon  as  inaybe  convenient  at  the  city  of  New-Or- 
leans, after  the  members  of  the  legislative  council 
shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  \  and  the  preneral 
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assembly  shall  meet,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  and 
such  meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber annually,  unless  they  shall  by  law  appoint  a  dif- 
ferent day.  Neither  house,  during  the  session,  shall, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more 
than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  io 
which  the  two  branches  are  sitting. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  laws 
in  force  in  the  said  territory,  at  the  commencement 
of  this  act,  and  not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
thereof,  shall  continue  in  force,  until  altered,  modi- 
fied or  repealed  by  the  legislature. 

Sec,  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  said  ordinance,  which  regulates  the 
descent  and  distribution  of  estates  ;  and  also  the  sixth 
article  of  compact,  which  is  annexed  to,  and  makes 
part  of  the  said  ordinance,  are  hereby  declared  not 
to  extend  to,  but  are  excluded  from  all  operation  with- 
in the  said  territory  of  Orleans. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  governor, 
secretary  and  judges  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  shall  be  severally  allowed  the  same  compensation 
which  is  now  allowed  to  the  governor,  secretary,  and 
judges  of  the  territory  of  Orleans.  And  all  the  ad- 
ditional officers  authorised  by  this  act,  shall  respec- 
tively receive  the  same  compensations  for  their  ser- 
vices, as  are  by  law  established  for  similar  offices  ia 
the  Mississippi  territory,  to  be  paid  quarter  yearly 
out  of  the  revenues  of  impost  and  tonnage,  accruing^ 
t?ithin  the  said  territory  of  Orleans^ 
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Sec.  7.  And  be  further  enacted^  That  whenever  it 
shall  be  ascertained  by  an  actual  census,  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  New-Or- 
leans, taken  by  proper  authority,  that  the  number  of 
free  inhabitants  included  therein  shall  amount  to  sixty 
thousand,  the)  shall  thereupon  be  authorised  to  form 
for  themselves  a  constitution  and  state  government, 
and  be  admitted  into  the  union,  upon  the  footing  of 
the  original  states,  in  all  respects  whatever,  confor- 
mably to  the  provisions  of  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty,  concluded  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  Republic:  Provided, 
that  the  constitution  so  to  be  established  shall  be  re- 
publican, and  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  nor  inconsistent  with  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  late  congress,  passed  the  thirteenth  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
seven,  so  far  as  the  same  is  made  applicable  to  the  ter- 
ritorial government  hereby  authorised  to  be  estab- 
lished :  Provided  however^  That  Congress  shall  be  at 
liberty,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  admission  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  territory  to  the  rights  of  a  sepa- 
rate state,  to  alter  the  boundaries  thereof  as  they  may- 
judge  proper  :  Except  only.  That  no  alteration  shall 
be  made,  which  shall  procrastinate  the  period  for  the 
admission  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  the  rights  of 
a  state  government  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 

act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  erecting  Louisiana  into 
two  territories  and  providing  for  the  temperary  gov- 
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crnment  thereof,"  as  is  repugnant  with  this  act  shall 
from  and  after  the  first  Monday  in  November  next, 
be  repealed.  And  the  residue  of  the  said  act  shall 
continue  in  force,  until  repealed,  any  thing  in  the 
sixteenth  section  of  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

NATHl.  MACON, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.* 

A.  BURR, 

Vice-President  of  the  United  States  and 

Prtsinent  if  the  SenatCm 
March  2,  1805. 
Approved. 

TH  :  JEFFERSON, 


ORBINANCE 

JFOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  TERRITORY  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  NORTH-WEST  OF  THE  RIVER  OHIO. 


\E  IT  ORDAINED  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled^  That  the  said  territory,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  temporary  government,  be  one  district  ;  sub- 
ject, however,  to  be  divived  into  two  districts,  as  fu- 
ture circumstances  may  in  the  opinion  of  Congress 
make  it  expedient. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
estaates  both  of  resident  and  non-resident  proprietors 
in  the  said  Territory,  dying  intestate,  shall  descend 
to,  and  be  distributed  among  their  children,  and  the 
descendants  of  a  deceased  child  or  grand  child,  to 
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take  the  share  of  their  deceased  parent  in  equal  parts 
among  them  :  and  where  there  shall  be  no  children  or 
descendants,  then  in  equal  parts  to  the  next  of  kin,  in 
equal  degree  ;  and  among  collaterals,  the  children  of 
a  deceased  brother  or  sister  of  the  intestate,  shall 
have  in  equal  pans  among  them  their  deceased  parents 
share  ;  and  there  shall  in  no  case  be  a  distinction  be- 
tween kindred  of  the  whole  and  half  blood  ;  saving  ia 
all  cases  to  the  widow  of  the  intestate,  her  third  part 
of  the  real  estate  for  life,  and  one  third  part  of  the 
personal  estate  ;  and  this  law  relative  to  descents  and 
dower,  shall  remain  in  full  force  until  altered  by  the 
legislature  of  the  district.  And  until  the  governor 
and  judges  shall  adopt  laws  as  herein  after  mentioned, 
estates  in  the  said  territory  may  be  devised  or  be- 
queathed by  wills  in  writing,  signed  and  sealed  by 
him  or  her,  in  whom  the  estate  may  be,  (being  of  full 
age)  and  attested  by  three  witnesses  ;  and  real  estates 
may  be  conveyed  by  lease  and  release,  or  bargain  and 
sale,  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  by  the  person  be- 
ing of  full  age,  in  whom  the  estate  may  be,  and  attest- 
ed by  two  witnesses,  provided  such  wills  be  duly 
proved,  and  such  conveyances  be  acknowledged,  or 
the  execution  thereof  duly  proved,  and  be  recorded^ 
within  one  year  after  proper  magistrates,  courts,  and 
registers  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  ;  and 
personal  property  may  be  transfered  by  delivery  ; 
saving  however  to  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabi- 
tants, and  other  settlers  of  the  Kaskaskias,  Saint  Vin- 
cent's, and  the  neighboring  villages,  who  have  hereto- 
fore professed  themselves  citizens  of  Virginia,  their 
laws  and  customs  now  in  force  among  them,  relative 
to  the  descent  and  conveyance  of  property. 
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Se  it  ordained  by  the  authority  af:resaid^  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  from  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  a 
Governor,  whose  commission  shall  continue  in  force 
iox  the  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  revoked  by 
Congress  :  He  shall  reside  in  the  district,  and  have  a 
freehold  estate  therein,  in  one  thousand  acres  of  land, 
while  in  the  exercise  of  his  office. 

There  shall  be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by 
Congress,  a  Secretary,  whose  commission  shall  con- 
tinue in  force  for  four  years,  unless  sooner  revok- 
ed J  he  shall  reside  in  the  district,  and  have  a  free- 
hold estate  therein,  in  five  hundred  acres  of  land, 
while  in  the  exercise  of  his  office  :  It  shall  be  his  duty 
to  keep  and  preserve  the  acts  and  laws  passed  by  the 
Legislature,  and  the  public  records  of  the  district,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  Governor  in  his  executive  de- 
partment ;  and  transmit  authentic  copies  of  such  acts 
and  proceedings,  every  six  months,  to  the  secretary  of 
Congress  :  There  shall  also  be  appointed  a  court,  to 
consist  of  three  judges,  any  two  of  whom  to  form  a 
court,  who  shall  have  a  common  law  jurisdiction,  and 
reside  in  the  district,  and  have  each  therein  a  freehold 
estate  in  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  offices  ;  and  their  commissions  shall  con- 
tinue in  force  during  good  behaviour. 

The  governor  and  judges,  or  a  majority  of  them» 
shall  adopt  and  publish  in  the  district,  such  laws  of 
the  orignal  states,  criminal  and  civil,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, and  best  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  report  them  to  Congress  from  time  to  time  j 
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which  laws  shall  be  in  force  in  the  district  until  the 
organization  ot  the  General  Assenribly  therein,  unless 
disappro%'ed  of  by  Congres  :  but  afterwards  the  Leg- 
islature shall  have  authority  to  alter  them  as  they  shall 
think  fit. 

The  governor  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  comman- 
der in  chief  of  the  militia,  appoint  and  commission  all 
officers  in  the  same  below  the  rank  of  general  officers  ; 
all  general  officers  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned 
by  Congress. 

Previous  to  the  organization  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, the  governor  fhail  appoint  such  magistrates  and 
other  civd  officers,  in  each  county  or  township  as  he 
shall  find  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  and  good  order  in  the  same  :  After  the  General 
Assen^bly  shall  be  organized,  the  powers  and  duties 
of  magistrates  and  other  civil  off.cers  shall  be  regulat- 
ed and  defined  by  the  said  Assembly  j  but  all  magis- 
trates and  other  civil  officers  not  herein  otherwise  di- 
rected, shall  daring  the  continuance  of  this  temporary 
government,  be  appointed  by  the  governor. 

For  the  prevention  of  crimes  and  injuries,  the  laws 
to  be  adopted  or  made  shall  have  force  in  all  parts  of 
the  district,  and  for  the  execution  of  process,  criminal 
and  civil,  the  governor  shall  make  proper  divisions 
thereof  :  And  he  shall  proceed  froiti  time  to  time,  as 
circumstances  may  require,  to  lay  out  the  parts  of  the 
shall  be  necessary  to  qualify  a  man  as  an  elector  of  a 
representative. 

The  representatives  thus  elected,  shall  serve  for  the 
t^rm  of  two  years  ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  re  - 
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dTstrict,  in  which  the  Indian  titles  shall  have  been  ex- 
tinguished, inio  counties  and  townships,  subject  how- 
ev-er,  to  such  aherations  as  may  thereafter  be  made 
hy  the  Legislature. 

S.)soon  as  there  shall  be  five  thousand  free  male 
inhabitants,  of  full  age,  in  the  district,  upon  giving 
proof  thereof  to  the  governor,  they  f  hall  receive  au- 
thorlt}',  with  time  and  place,  to  elect  representatives 
from  their  counties  or  townships,  to  represent  them 
in  the  general  arssemby  ;  provided  that  for  every  five 
hundred  free  male  inhabitants,  there  shall  be  one  re- 
presentative, and  so  on  progressively  with  the  number 
of  free  male  inhabitants  shall  the  right  of  representa- 
tion increase,  until  the  number  of  representatives 
shall  amount  to  twenty  five  ;  afcer  which  the  number 
and  proportion  of  representatives  shall  be  regulated  by 
the  Legislature  :  provided  that  no  [erson  be  eligible 
or  qualified  to  act  as  a  representative,  unless  he  shall 
have  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  L^nited  States  three 
years,  and  be  a  resident  in  the  district  or  unless  he 
shall  have  resided  in  the  district  three  years;  and  in 
either  case,  shalllikewlse  h.ild  in  his  own  right,  in 
fee  simple,  two  hundred  acres  of  land  wi.hin  the 
same:  provided  also,  that  a  freehold  in  fifty  acres  of 
land  in  the  district,  having  been  a  citizen  of  one  of 
the  states,  and  been  resident  in  the  district,  or  the 
like  f  eehold,  and  two  years  residence  in  the  district 
presentative,  or  removal  from  office,  the  governor  shall 
issue  a  writ  to  the  county  or  township,  for  wliich  he 
was  a  member,  to  elect  another  in  his  stead,  to  serve 
for  the  residue  of  the  term. 
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The  general  assembly,  or  leg!  vlatiire,  shall  consist 
of  the  governor,  legislative  counciU  and  a  house  of 
representatives.  The  legislative  council  shall  consist 
of  five  members,  to  continue  in  office  five  years,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  Congress  ;  any  three  of  whom  to 
be  a  quorum  :  And  the  members  of  the  council  shall 
be  nominated  and  appointed  in  the  following  manner, 
to  wit:  As  soon  as  representatives  shall  be  elected, 
the  governor  shall  appoint  a  lime  and  place  for  them 
to  meet  together,  and  when  met,  they  shall  nominate 
ten  persons,  residents  in  the  district,  and  each  possess- 
ed of  a  freehold  in  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  and 
return  their  names  to  Congress  ;  five  of  whom,  Con- 
gress shall  appoint  and  commission  to  serve  as  afore- 
said ;  and  whenever  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the 
council,  by  death  or  removal  from  office,  the  house  of 
representatives  shall  nominate  two  persons,  qualified 
as  afore^aid  for  each  vacancy,  ana  return  their  names 
to  Congress  ;  one  of  whom,  Congress  shall  appoint 
and  commission  for  the  residue  of  the  term.  And 
every  five  years,  four  months  at  least  before  the  expir- 
ation of  the  time  of  service  of  the  members  of  council, 
the  said  house  shall  nominate  ten  persons,  qualified 
as  aforesaid,  and  return  their  names  to  Congress  ;  five 
of  whom  Congress  shall  appoint  and  commission  to 
serve  as  members  of  the  council  five  years,  unless 
sooner  removed.  And  the  governor,  legislative  coun- 
cil, and  house  of  representatives,  shall  have  authority 
to  make  laws,  in  all  cases,  for  the  good  government 
of  the  district,  not  repugnant  to  the  principles  and 
articles  in  this  ordinance  established  and  declared. 
And  all  bills  having  passed  by  a  majority  in  the 
council,  shall  be    referred  to  the  governor  for  hi^ 
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.assent ;  but  no  bill  or  legi-^lative  act  whatever,  shall  be 
oi  any  force  without  his  assent  The  governor  shall 
have  power  to  convene,  prorogue  and  dissolve  the 
general  assembly,  v/hen  in  his  opinion  it  shall  be  ex- 
pedient. 

The  governor,  judges,  legislative  council,  secretary 
and  such  other  officers  as  Congress  shall  appoint  in 
the  district,  shall  take  an  oaih  or  affirmation  ot  fidel-ty, 
and  of  office  ;  the  governor  before  the  president  of 
Congress,  and  all  other  officers  before  the  governor. 
As  soon  as  a  legislature  shall  be  formed  in  the  dis- 
trict, the  council  and  house  assembled,  in  one  room, 
shall  have  authority  by  joint  ballot,  to  elect  a  delegate 
to  Congress,  who  shall  have  a  seat  in  Cong' ess,  with  a 
right  of  debating,  but  not  of  voting  during  this  tempo- 
rary government. 

And  for  extending  the  fundamental  principles  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  which  form  the  basis 
whereupon  these  republics,  their  laws  and  constitu- 
tions are  erected  ;  to  fix  and  establish  those  principles 
as  the  basis  of  all  lav/s,  constitutions  and  governments, 
which  forever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  said 
territory :  To  provide  also  for  the  establishment  of 
states,  and  permanent  government  therein,  and  for 
their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  federal  councils,  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states,  at  as  early 
periods,  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  general  inr 
terest  : 

Ic  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared^  by  the  authority 
aforesaid^  That  the  following  articles  shall  be  consi- 
dered as  articles   of  compact  between   the   original 
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States,  and  the  people  and  states  in  the  said  territory, 
and  forever  remain  unalterable,  unless  by  commoa 
consent,,  to  wit  : 

ARTICLE  I. 

No  person  demeaning  himself  in  a  peacable  and  or- 
derly manner,  shall  ever  be  molested  on  account  of 
his  mode  of  worship  or  religious  sentiments,  in  the 
said  territory. 

ARTICLE  IL 

The  inhabitants  of  the  said  territory,  shall  always 
be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
and  of  the  trial  by  jury  ;  of  a  proportionate  represen- 
tation of  the  people  in  the  legislature,  and  of  judicial 
proceedings  according  to  the  course  of  the  common 
law.  All  persons  shall  be  bailable,  unless  for  capital 
offences,  where  the  proof  shall  be  evident,  or  the  pre- 
sumption great.  All  fines  shall  be  moderate  ;  and  no 
cruel  or  unusual  punishment  shall  be  inflicted.  No 
man  shall  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  or  property,  but 
by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land  ; 
and  should  the  public  exigencies  make  it  necessary, 
for  the  common  preservation,  to  take  any  persons 
property,  or  to  demand  his  particular  services,  full 
compensation  shall  be  made  for  the  same.  And  in 
the  just  preservation  of  rights  and  property,  it  is  un- 
derstood and  declared,  that  no  law  ought  ever  to  be 
made,  or  have  force  in  the  said  territory,  that  shall 
in  any  manner  whatever  interfere  with,  or  affect  pri- 
vate contracts  or  engagements,  bona  fide,  and  without 
fraud  previously  formed. 
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ARTICLE    III. 

Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  being  necessary 
to  good  government  and  the  happiness  of  mankind, 
schools,  atid  the  means  of  education,  shall  forever  be 
encouraged.  The  utmost  good  faith  shall  always  be 
observed  towards  the  Indians  ;  their  land  and  proper- 
ty, shall  never  be  taken  from  them  without  their  con- 
sent ;  and  in  their  property,  rights  and  liberty,  they 
never  shall  be  invaded  or  disturbed,  unless  in  just 
and  lawful  wars  authorised  by  Congress  ;  but  laws 
founded  in  justice  and  humanity,  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  made,  for  preventing  wrong?  being  done  to 
them,  and  for  preserving  peace  and  friendship  with 
them. 

ARTICLE   IV. 

The  said  territory,  and  the  states  which  may  be 
formed  therein,  shall  forever  remain  a  part  of  this 
confederacy  of  the  L^nited  States  of  America,  subject 
to  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  to  such  altera- 
tions therein,  as  shall  be  constitutionally  made  ;  and 
to  all  the  acis  and  ordinances  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  conformable  thereto.  The  in- 
habitants and  settlers,  in  the  said  territory,  shall  be 
subject  to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debts,  contracted 
or  to  be  contracted,  and  a  proportional  part  of  the 
expenses  of  government,  to  be  apportioned  on  them 
by  Congress,  according  to  the  same  common  rule  and 
measure,  by-  which  apportionments  thereof  shall  be 
made  on  other  states  ;  and  the  taxes  for  paying  their 
proportion,  shall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority 
and  direction  of  the  legislatures  of  the  district  or  dis- 
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tricts,  or  new  slates,  as  in  the  original  staiC?;,  within 
the  time  agreed  ujwn  by  the  Unired  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled.  The  legislatures  of  those  districts 
or  new  states  shall  never  intei  fere  with  the  primary 
disposal  of  the  soil  b<'  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  nor  wi;h  any  regulations  Coigress  may 
find  necessary  for  securing  the  tide  in  such  boil  to  the 
bona  fide  purchasers.  No  tax  shall  be  imposed  on 
lands  the  property  of  the  United  States  ;  and  in  no 
case  shall  non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher 
than  residents.  The  navigable  waters  leading  into 
the  Mississippi  and  St.  Lawrence,  and  ihe  carrying 
places  between  the  same,  shall  be  common  highways, 
and  forever  free,  as  well  to  the  inhaliitants  of  (he  said 
territory,  as  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
those  of  any  other  states  that  may  be  admitted  into 
the  confederacy,  without  any  tax,  impost,  or  duty 
therefor. 

ARTICLE  V. 

There  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  territory,  not  less 
than  three,  nor  more  than  five  states  ;  and  the  boun- 
daries of  the  states,  as  soon  as  Virginia  shall  alter 
"  her  act  of  cession,  and  consent  3o  the  same,  sliall  be- 
come fixed  and  established  as  follows,  to  wit :  The 
western  state  in  the  said  territory,  shall  be  bounded  by 
the  Mississippi,  the  Ohio  and  Wabash  rivers  j  a  direct 
line  drawn  from  the  Wabash  and  Post  Vincents  due 
north  to  the  territorial  line  between  the  United  States 
and  Canada  ;  and  by  the  said  territorial  line  to  the 
lake  of  the  Woods  and  Mississippi.  The  middle 
states  shall  be  bounded  by  the  said  direct  line,  the 
Wabash  from  Post  Vincents  to  the  Ohio  ;  by  the  Ohio, 
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by  a  direct  line  drawn  due  north  frojn  the  mouth  of  the 
Gieai  Miami,  to  the  said  territorial  line,  and  bv  the 
said  territorial  line.  The  eastern  state  shall  be  bound- 
ed by  the  last  mentioned  direct  line,  the  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  said  teriitorialline  :  Provided  how- 
ever, and  it  is  further  understood  and  declared,  tiiat 
the  boundaries  of  these  three  states,  shall  be  subject  so 
far  to  be  altered,  that  if  Congress  shall  hcreafcer  find 
it  expedient,  they  sliall  have  authory  to  fui'm  one  or 
two  states  in  that  [.'art  of  the  said  territory  vrhicli  lies 
north  of  an  east  and  v/c?t  line  drawn  though  the  souch- 
erly  bend  or  extreme  of  lake  Rlichigan.  And  v/hen- 
ever  any  of  the  said  states,  shidl  have  sixty  thousand 
free  inhabitants  therein  sr.ch  state  shall  be  admitted, 
by  its  delegates,  into  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
on  an  equal  footing  v.  iih  the  original  states,  in  all  res- 
pects whatever  ;  and  f-hall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  per* 
manent  constitution  and  state  government  :  Provided 
the  constitution  and  government  so  to  be  formed,  shall 
be  republican,  and  i:5  conformitv  to  the  principles  con- 
tained in  these  articles;  and  so  far  as  it  can  be  consis- 
tent with  the  general  interest  of  the  confederac)',  such 
admission  siiad  be  allov/ed  at  an  earlier  period  and 
when  there  may  be  a  less  n-ajnber  of  free  inhabitants 
in  the  sta.e  than  sixty  thousand. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  ser- 
vitude  in  the  said  territory,  otherwise  than  in  pun- 
ishirient  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  con\  icted  :  Provided  always,  that  any  person 
escapmg  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  services 
b  lawfully  claimed  in  any  one   of  the  original    states, 
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such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveys- 
ed  to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service 
as  aforesaid. 

Done  bij  the  Uni^d  S'ates^  in  Congress  assetnbledy 
the  thirtet-nth  day  of  July ^  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  &eve)i  hundred  and  eighty-seven^  and 
of  their  soverc  g  itu  and  independence  the  twefth. 

WILLIAM  GRAYSON,  Chairman. 
CHARLES  THOMPSON,  Secretarv. 


AN  ACT 

For  ail  amicable  settlemoit  of  the  limits  with  the  state 
cf  Georgia^  a?id  autn.rzing  the  establishment' of  a 
government  in  the  ^lisnissippi  7 erritory. 

Sec.  1.  Ij  E  it  enacted  by  the  Striate  and  House  ofRe- 
prcs  ntaivci  of  the  United  States  of  Ammerica  in  Con- 
rr-rcss  assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  lie  hereby  is  auihorised  to  appoint  three 
commissioners;  any  two  of  whom  shall  have  power 
to  adjust  and  determine  with  such  commissioners  as 
may  be  appointed  under  the  legislative  authority  of  the 
stale  of  Geor[^-ia,  all  interfering  claims  of  the  United 
States  and  that  state,  to  territory  situate  west  of  the 
river  Chatohouchee,  north  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
Morthlatitude,  and  south  of  the  cession  made  to  the 
United  States  by  South  Carolina  :  And  also  to  receive 
any  proposals  for  the  relinquishment  or  cession  of  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  tlie  other  territory  claimed  by  the 
state  of  Georgia,  and  cut  of  the  ordinary  jurisdiction 
thereof. 
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Sec.  2.  And  be  itfurlhtr  eiiacfed,  Tliat  all  the  lands 
thus  ascertained  as  the  property  oi  the  United  States, 
^hallbe  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  hereaf- 
ter directed  b)  law  ;  and  the  nett  proceeds  thereof 
shall  be  applied  to  the  sinking  and  discharging  the  pub- 
lic debt  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  proceeds  of  the  other  public  lands  in  the  territory 
north  west  of  ihe  river  Ohio. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  tliat  tract  of 
country  bounded  on  the  west  bv  the  Mississippi  ;  on 
the  north  by  aline  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  moutli 
of  the  Yasous  to  the  Chatahouchee  river  ;  on  the  east 
by  the  river  Chatahouchee  ;  and  on  the  south  by  the 
thirty  first  degree  of  north  latitude,  shall  be,  and  here- 
by is  constituted  one  district,  to  be  called  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory  :  And  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorised  to  establish  therein  a  go- 
vernment in  all  respects  similar  to  that  now  exercised 
in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio,e.iceptinp- 
and  including  the  last  article  of  the  ordinance  made  for 
the  government  thereof  by  the  late  Congress  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  seven,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  all  the  necessary  officers  there- 
in, who  shall  respectively  receive  the  same  compensa- 
tions for  their  services,  to  be  paid  in  the  saroe  manner 
as  by  law  established  for  similar  officers  in  the  territoiy 
north  west  of  the  river  Ohio  j  and  the  powers,  duties, 
and  emoluments  of  a  superintendant  of  Indian  aflairs 
for  the  southern  department,  shall  be  united  with  those 

oi    governor  :   Frovidtd  aiiuat/s,  That    if  the    presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  should  find  it  most  expedient 
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to  establish  this  government  in  the  recess  of  Congress, 
he  shall  nevertheless  have  full  po'.ver  to  appoint  and 
commission  all  officers  herein  autnTrised  ;  and  their 
commissions  shall  continne  in  force  until  the  end  of  the 
session  of  Congress  next  ensuing  the  establibhment  of 
the  government. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  furtlur  enacted^  That  the  territory 
hereby  constituted  one  district  for  the  purpose  of  go- 
vernment, m.ay  at  the  discretion  of  Congress  be  hereaf- 
ter divided  into  tv/o  districts,  with  separate  territo- 
rial governments  in  each,  similar  to  that  establiohed  by 

this  act. 

Sec.  5.  Be  It  further  enacted.  That  the  establish- 
ment of  this  government  shall  in  no  respect  impair  ihe 
right  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  or  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons eidier  to  the  jarisdioiion  or  the  soil  of  the  said 
territory,  but  the  rights  and  claims  of  the  said  state  and 
all  persons  interested  are  hereby  declared  to  be  as  firm 
and  available,  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  made. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  itfurfh  t  enacted^  That  from  and 
after  the  establishment  of  the  said  government,  the 
people  of  the  aforesaid  territory,  shall  be  entitled  to 
and  enjcty  all  and  singular  the  rights,  privileges  and 
advantages  granted  to  the  people  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  in  and  by 
the  aforesaid  ordinance  of  the  thirteenth  day  of  July 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
seven,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  the  same  are 
possessed  and  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  said  last 
mentioned  territory. 


(   83  ) 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  from  and 
after  the  establit-hment  of  the  aforesaid  government^ 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  personor  persons  to  im- 
port or  bring  into  the  said  Mississippi  Territory,  from 
any  port  or  place  without  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  cause  or  procure  to  be  so  imported  or 
brought,  or  knowingly  to  aid  or  assist  in  so  importing 
or  bringing  any  slave  or  slaves,  and  that  every  person 
so  oifending,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  before  any 
court  within  the  said  territory,  having  competent  ju- 
risdiction, shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  each  and  every 
slave  so  imported  or  brought,  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars  ;  one  moiety  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  other  moiety  for  the  use  of  any  person 
or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  ;  and  that  every 
slave  so  imported  or  brought,  shall  thereupon  become 
entitled  to,  and  receive  his  or  her  freedom. 

Sect.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  be,  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  enablingthe  President  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act  j 
and  that  the  said  sum  be  paid  out  of  any  monies  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

JONATHAN  DAYTON, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  rt prtsentatives* 
TH  :  JEFFERSON, 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States^ 
and  President  of  the  Stnate» 

Approved,  April  7,  1798. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
President  of  the  United  StateS', 
M 


AN  ORIDINANCE 

BYWILLIAMC.C    CLAIBOR  NE, 
Governor  of  the   Mississippi  Tf.rritory,  Exf.r- 

CISING   THE  POWERS   OF    GoVEKNOR   GeNERAL    AND 

Intendant  of  the  Province  of  Louisiana. 

V  *  HE  RE  AS  a  number  of  Merchants  and  others 
have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Bank 
of  Discount,  Deposit  and  Exchange  in  the  City  of 
New-Orleans,  and  have  applied  to  me  to  sanction  the 
same  by  an  ordinance,  to  the  end  that  rhe  Stock  hold- 
ers in  the  said  Bank  mav  not  individiiaily  be  liable  for 
any  contracts  made  by  the  said  Baik,  and  that  the  said 
Companv  may  sue  and  be  sued  in  their  aggregate  capa- 
city for  all  debts  which  may  be  due  to,  or  contracted 
by  them» 

And  whereas,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  said  insti- 
tution will  tend  greatly  to  the  safetv  and  ease  of  trans- 
acting mercantile  business,  will  extend  the  commerce, 
improve  the  agriculture  and  promote  the  prosperity, 
of  this  province. 

Therefore  be  it  ordained  that  a  Bank  may  be  estab- 
lished in  the  Citv  of  New-Orleans,  the  capital  stock 
■whereof  shall  not  at  present  exceed  six  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  divided  into  six  thousand  shares  of  one 
hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  one  fifth  at  the  time 
of  subscribing  either  in  money  or  notes  on  demand  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners  and  the  remaining 
four  fifths  by  such  instalments  as  the  Directors  to  be 
chosen  in  the  maaner  herein  after  specified  shall  apy 
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point,  and  that  subscriptions  shall  be  opened  for  the 
said  shares  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Mat  ch  instant, 
under  the  superintendance  of  Evan  Jones,  J.  F.  Me- 
rieuh,  Paul  Lanusse,  Wm.  Garland,  Edward  Liv- 
ingston, Peter  Sauve,  Joseph  Tricou,  John  Lanthois, 
Wm-  Donaldson,  Nicholas  F.  Girod,  John  M'Don- 
nough,  junr.  Jerome  La  Chiapella,  Benjamin  Morgan, 
H.  B.  Trist,  Michael  Fortier,  a;id  Beverly  Chew  ; 
which  said  subscription  shall  continue  open  until  the 
whole  of  the  said  capital  stock  shall  be  subscribed. 

And  he  it  further  ordained^  That  all  those  who  shall 
become  subscribers  to  the  said  Bank,  their  successors 
and  assigns  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  created  a 
body  corporate  and  politic  by  the  name  and  style  of 
the  Louisiana  Bank,  and  by  that  name  shall  be 
made  capable  at  all  tin- es  hereafter  to  purchase,  receive, 
possess  and  enjoy  all  kinds  of  estate  whatsoever  whe- 
ther real  or  personal  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  over  and  above  their  capital 
stock,  and  the  same  to  grant,  sell,  demise  and  dispose 
of,  and  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  ia 
courts  of  record  and  elsewhere  and  also  to  have  and 
use  a  common  seal  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and 
renew  at  their  pleasure. 

And  he  it  farther  ordained^  That  for  the  well  order-  * 
ing  the  affairs  of  the  said  corporation  there  shall  be 
fifteen  Directors  to  be  chosen  out  of  the  stockholders 
on  the  first  Monday  of  January  in  every  year,  who 
shall  enter  into  office  on  the  Monday  then  next  fol- 
lowing, and  that  for  the  period  previous  to  the  second 
Monday  in  January  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
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hundred  and  five,  Directors  for  the  said  Bat>k  shall 
be  chosen  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say  :  as  soon 

as  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be 
subscribed,  the  commissioners  herein  before  named 
shall  appoint  a  time  and  place  within  the  said  city  for 
proceeding  to  the  election  ol  fifteen  directors  and  shall 
g:ve  notice  thereof  in  at  least  one  of  the  public  news- 
papers printed  in  the  said  city,  and  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  such  election  to  be  then  and  there  held  by  the  sub- 
sci  ii/ing  stock-holcers,  or  their  proxies  by  ballot  under 
the  direction  of  the  said  commissioners  or  a  majoritv 
of  them,  and  the  persons  then  and  there  chosen  shall 
be  the  first  directors  and  shall  be  capable  of  serving 
by  virtue  of  such  choice  until  the  second  Monday  in 
January  next,  and  that  the  said  directors  shall  at  their^ 
first  meeting  elect  by  ballot  one  of  their  number  to  be 
President,  and  in  like  manner  all  directors  to  be  hereaf- 
ter cho'^en  shall  on  the  second  Monday  in  January  in 
every  year  elect  one  of  their  number  to  be  their  Presi- 
dent who  shall  continue  in  office  for  one  year,  and  in 
all  cases  of  vacancy  in  the  olnce  of  director  either  by 
removal  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  city,  death,  or 
resignation,  before  the  first  Monday  of  January  in  any 
year,  the  same  mav  be  filled  up  by  the  directors.  And 
the  said  directors,  for  the  time  being  shall  have  pow- 
er to  appoint  all  officers  and  servants  under  then.i  and 
allow  them  and  to  the  President  of  the  said  Bank  such 
compensation  for  their  services  as  they  mav  deem 
reasonable,  and  shall  make  rules  and  regulations  for 
their  transaction  ot  business  and  the  good  government 
of  the  affairs  of  the  said  corporation. — And  shall  twice 
in  every  year  declare  and  pay  a  divi'dent  of  the  profits. 
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or  such  prnportion  thereof  arising  on  the  said  stock  as. 

they  may  deem   advisable. 

Andhth  furth<'r  ordavivd^  That  the  mimber  of  votes 
to  which  eacii  stockholder  shuii  be  intit^ed  ^hall  be  ac- 
cordi;ig  to  the  number  of  shares  he  shall  hold  in  the 
proportions  following  :  that  is  to  sa^ — i^'or  one  share 
aiuil  not  more  than  four,  one  vote  ;  for  fi\e  shares  and 
not  more  than  nine,  two  votes  ;  for  ten  shares  and  not 
more  than  fourteen,  four  votes  ;  for  fifteen  shares  and 
not  more  than  nineteen,  six  votes  ;  for  twenty  shares 
and  n:)t  more  than  twenty  foar,  eight  votes  ;  for  twenty 
{w^  and  not  more  than  twenty  nine,  ten  votes  ;  for 
thirty  and  not  more  than  thirty  four,  twelve  votes  ; 
for  thirtv  five  and  not  mo]-e  than  thirty  nine,  fourteen 
>otes  ;  for  forty  and  not  more  than  forty  four,  sixteen 
votes  ;  {or  foity  five  and  not  more  than  forty  nine, 
eighteen  vo'ea  ;  for  fifty  and  not  more  than  fifty  four, 
twenty  v(.tc.=i  ;  for  fifty  fr/e  and  not  more  than  fifty 
Jiiue,  twenty  tvv-o  votes  ;  for  sixty  and  not  more  than 
Sixty  four,  tw^-nty  four  votes  ;  for  sixty  five  and  not 
nic'.re  than  sixty  nine,  twenty  six  votes  ;  for  seventy 
and  not  more  th.:n  sevent}-  four,  twent\-  eight  votes  j 
for  seventy  five  and  upv.'ards,  thirty  votes  ;  and  after 
the  first  election  no  share  or  shares  shall  confer  a  right 
of  suiTrage  wliich  '-hali  not  have  been  held  three  calen- 
der months  previous  to  the  day  of  election,  and  that 
in  all  elections  votes  may  be  given  either  in  person  or 
b'/  proxv  according  to  such  form  as  the  directors  shall 
establish. 

A-.d  be  it  further  ordained^  That  if  there  should  be 

a  failure  in  the  payment  of  anv  part  of  any  sum  sub- 

^z:  ibed  for  any" share*^jr  shares.,  by  any  person,  co-part- 
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nership  or  body  politic,  the  party  failing  shaii  lose  and 
forfeit  all  prior  payments  by  him  or  them  made  oa 
such  share  or  shares  to  the  use  of  the  said   Bank. 

And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  for  the  transaction 
of  all  business  of  the  said  corporation,  requiring  an 
act  of  the  direction,  except  the  making  of  discounts, 
seven  directors,  together  with  the  President,  or  in 
case  of  his  sickness  or  absence,  some  one  director  ap- 
pointed by  him  shall  be  a  quorum,  and  that  for  the 
making  of  discounts  f(iur  directors  and  the  president, 
or  some  one  appointed  bv  him,  shall  be  a  quorum. 

And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  in  case  it  should 
at  anytime  happen  that  an  election  of  directors  should 
not  be  made  upon  any  day,  when  pursuant  to  this  or- 
dinance it  ought  to  have  been  made,  the  said  c  orpora- 
tion  shall  not  for  that  cause  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved 
but  it  shall  be  lawful  on  any  other  dav  to  hold  and 
make  an  election  of  directors  in  such  manner  as  shall 
have  been  regulated  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the 
said  corporation. 

And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  s'-ock  of  the 
said  corporation  shall  be  transferable  according  to 
such  rules  as  shall  be  established  by  the  directors,  and 
that  the  bills  and  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  the 
said  corporation,  signed  by  the  President  and  counter- 
signed by  the  Cashier,  promising  the  payment  of  mo- 
ney to  any  person,  his  or  her  order,  or  to  bearer,  shall, 
be  binding  and  obligatory  upon  the  corporation  though 
not  under  seal,  and  shall  be  assignable  and  negociable; 
that  is  to  say,  those  which  are  payable  to  order,  shall 
be  assignable  and  negociable    by  endorsement  j  and 
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those  which  are  payable  to  bearer,  shall  be  negociable 
and  assignable  by  delivery  only. 

And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  whenever  the  di- 
rectors shall  deem  it  expedient,  they  may  increase  the 
capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation  to  two  millions 
of  dollars,  and  may  subscribe  or  cause  the  same  or  any 
part  thereof  to  be  subscribed  in  such  manner  and  on 
such  terms  as  to  them  may  seem  ex])edient,  which  in- 
crease of  capital  to  be  subscribed,  shall  constitute  part 
of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation,  and  shall 
be  transferable  in  like  manner  and  be  liable  to  the 
same  regulations  which  are  prescribed  for  the  shares 
of  ihe  said  capital  stock. 

And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  said  corpora- 
tion shall  not  directl)  or  indirectly  deal  or  trade  ia 
any  thing  except  Promissory  Notes,  Bonds,  Mort- 
gages, Bills  of  Exchange,  Gold  or  Silver  Bullion  or 
in  the  sale  of  goods,  lands,  stock  in  the  public  funds, 
or  effects  pledged  for  money  lent  or  in  the  produce  of 

such  lands. 

Ajid  be  it  further   ordained^    That  this  ordinance 

shall  continue  in  force  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six" 
teen  years  from  the  date  hereof,  unless  the  same  shall 
be  renewed,  by  the  proper  constituted  authorities. 

Given  under  my  hand^  and  the  seal  of  the  adminis- 
tration^ at  the  city  ofNeiv-Orleans^theVlth  day 
of  March ^  1804,  aiid  the2^ih  year  of  American 
Jnde/iendence. 

WILLIAM  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 
By  the  Governor^ 

JOS  ;  BRIGGS,  F.   Sec,  pro.  tnn- 
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AN  ORDINANCE 


BY  WILLIAM  C.  C.   CLAIBORNE, 

GOVFRNOR  OF  THP,  MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY,  F.XF.R- 
CISIMG  THK  PWKRS  OF  GOVERNOR  G  NKRAL  AND 
InTFNDANT    of    THK    PROVINCE    OF     LOUISIANA. 

]Be  it  ordained.  That  there  shall  be  appoint- 
ed a  proper  person  to  lake  charge  of  estates  of  such 
intestates  as  are  herein  after  described,  which  persoa 
so  to  be  appointed  shall  immediately  give  notice  of 
his  appointment  in  all  the  public  newspapers  printed 
in  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  and  shall,  before  he  en- 
ters upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  give  bond  in  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  with  two  or  more  sufficient 
securities  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  g  tvernor,  condi- 
tioned for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  pre- 
scribed by  this  Ordinance,  and  shall  also  take  an  oath 
of  office. 

And  he  it  firther  or  hined^  That  whenever  any 
person  who  shall  not  have  resided  in  this  city  for 
more  than  two  years,  shall  die  intestate,  without  leav- 
ing a  father,  mother,  husband,  or  wife,  a  child,  bro'her 
or  sister,  of  full  age,  resident  in  the  city  aforesaid,  all 
the  goods  and  chcUtels,  rights  and  credits  of  such  per- 
son, shall  immediately  after  his  or  her  death  be  vested 
Jn,  and  shall  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  officer  to  be 
appointed  by  virtue  of  the  first  section  of  this  Ordi- 
Jiance  j  in  trust  to  preserve,  safely  keep,  and  deliver 
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the  same  to  such  person  as  shall  obtain  letters  of  ad* 
ministratjon  on  ihe  estate  of  such  intestate  ;  and  that 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  officer  as  soon  as  any  such 
intestate  shall  die  in  the  said  city  or  its  jurisdiction, 
to  take  possession  of  all  the  personal  property  whate- 
ver, whereof  he  or  she  mav  die  possessed,  and  make 
an  inventory,  and  estimation  of  the  value  thereof,  in 
the  presence  of  two  credible  witnesses  ;  the  estima- 
tion to  be  assented  to  by  the  witnesses  ;  one  copy 
whereof  shall  within  fifteen  days  after  the  death  o£ 
auch  intestate,  be  deposited  with  the  clerk  of  the  high- 
ct  court  of  jurisdiction  in  the  province,  and  another 
delivered  to  the  administrator  when  he  shall  be  legally 
appointed. 

And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  said  officer 
shall  pay  (if  the  property  of  the  deceased  be  suffi- 
cient) all  the  funeral  charges  of  the  intestate,  his  phy- 
sician's bill,  and  other  expenses  which  may  have  been 
incurred  during  the  intestate's  last  illness,  and  for  that 
purpose  may  sell  and  dispose  of  so  much  of  the  said 
property  as  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the  same,  and 
the  said  officer  shall  receive  a  commission  of  five  per 
cent  on  the  value  of  all  the  property  which  shall  come 
to  his  hands  by  virtue  hereof  to  be  applied  to  his  own 
use  as  a  compensation  for  his  care  and  attention  in 
collecting,  preserving  and  delivering  over  the  said 
property. 

And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  said  officer  shall 
and  may  dispose  of  any  perishable  articles  belonging 
to  the  estate,  and  sue  for  such  debts  or  for  the  reco- 
very of  such  property  belonging  thereto,  as  there  maey' 
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he  danger  of  losing  by  delay  :  and  that  in  all  suits  s,a 
to  be  brought  he  shall  style  himself  special  administra- 
tor of  the  deceased,  and  that  such  suit  shall  not  abate 
by  the  granting  of  letters  of  administration,  but  shall 
be  prosecuted  to  judgment  by  the  special  administra- 
tor, he  retaining  a  sufficient  sum  to  answer  the  ex- 
penses of  the  suit,  and  the  proceeds  paid  over  as  this 
Ordinance  directs  with  respect  to  the  other  property 
of  the  deceased.  And  that  within  thirty  days  after 
the  granting  of  letters  of  administration,  the  special 
administrator  shall  pay  and  deliver  over  to  the  admin- 
istrator (or  to  the  executor  in  case  a  Will  be  discover- 
ed before  the  granting  of  letters  of  administration)  all 
the  money,  g')nds,  chattes  and  rights  which  shall  have 
come  to  his  hands,  together  with  the  inventory  of  the 
same,  and  a  true  account  of  his  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures, and  that  whenever  letters  of  administration  or 
letters  testamentary  are  granted  the  same  shall  relate 
to  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  testator  except  as  to 
acts  lawfully  done  by  the  special  administrator,  by  vir- 
tue of  this  Ordinance,  which  shall  in  no  sort  be  inva- 
lidated thereby. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  every  person  at 
whose  house  such  intestate  may  die,  shall  within  twen- 
ty-four hours  after  his  or  her  death,  give  notice  there- 
of vet  bally  or  in  writing  to  the  special  administrator 
to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  Ordinance,  and  shall 
deliver  over  to  him  on  demand,  all  the  property  in  his 
or  her  possession,  of  which  the  said  intestate  died 
possessed,  and  every  person  neglecting  to  give  such 
Botice,  or  deliver  such  property,  shall  forfeit  for  the 
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use  of  the  city  fifty  dollars  for  every  such  neq;lect,  and 
shall  moreover  forfeit  double  the  value  of  the  proi^er- 
ty  so  refused  to  be  delivered,  to  be  sued  for  and  re- 
covered by  the  said  special  administrator,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  heirs  of  the  said  intestaie. 

Provided  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be  con- 
strued as  aj  plying  to  person^  dying  in  the  army  or 
navy  of  the  United  S  ates  ; — And  provided  also  ihat 
in  all  cases  where  property  has  been  consigned  to  any 
person  engaged  in  commerce  in  thi-;  city  b\  the  persoa 
dying  intestaie,  then  ihe  person  engaged  in  commerce 
as  aforesaid,  shall  hold  such  coobignments,  and  shall 
duly  account  for  the  same. 

Qivt-n  under  my  hand,  and  the  neul  of  the  admmtsiror 
iiouy  at  th  city  'f  Nen>  Or  can- ^  the  seve/.th  day 
of  September^  1804!^  and  in  the  29th  year  of  the- 
Independence  of  the  United  States. 

WILLIAVl  C   C.CLAIBORNE, 
By  the  Governor^ 

JOS:   BRIGGS,  P.  J-fcV 
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ACTS  OF  CONGRESS 

RELATIVE    1 O 

X-AM3CJLAIMS 

IN    THE 

TERRITORY    OF    ORLEANS. 


AN  ACT 
-'^or  ascertaining  and  tidjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to 
land.,  within  the  ttrriiory  .f  OrleauSy  and  the  district 
of  Louisiana, 

JjE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America^  in  Congress  as- 
sembled^  That  any  person  or  persons,  and  the  legal 
representatives  of  any  person  or  persons,  who  on  the 
first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  and 
eight  hundred,  were  resident  within  the  territories 
ceded  by  the  French  Republic  to  the  United  States, 
by  the  treaty  of  the  30th  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three,  and  who  had  prior  to  the  said  first 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  obtaired 
fronn  the  French  or  Spanish  governments  re  pectively, 
during  the  time  either  of  the  said  governments  had 
the  actual  possession  of  the  said  territories,  and  duly 
registered  warrant,  or  order  of  survey  for  lands  lying 
within  the  said  territories,  to  which  the  Indian  title 
had  been  extinguished,  and  which  were  on  that  day 
actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  such  person  or 
persons,  or  for  his  or  their  use,  shall  be  confirmed  in 
their  claims  to  such  lands  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
their  titles  had  been  completed  ;  Provided  however. 
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That  no  such  Incomplete  title  shall  be  confirmed,  un*' 
less  the  person  in  whose  name  such  warrant  or  order 
of  survey  had  been  granted,  was  at  the  time  of  its 
date,  either  the  head  of  a  family,  or  above  the  age  of 
twenty  one  years  ;  nor  unless  the  C')ndi.i>^>ns  and 
terms  on  which  the  completion  of  the  grant  might 
depend,  shall  have  been  fulfilled. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  to  every  per- 
son or  to  the  legal  representative  or  representatives 
of  every  person,  whu  being  either  the  head  of  a  family 

or  twenty  one  years  of  age,  had  prior  to  the  twentieth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hund-ed  and 
three,  with  the  permission  of  the  proper  Spanish  of- 
ficer, and  in  conformity  with  laws,  usages,  and  customs 
of  the  Spanish  government,  made  an  actual  settlement 
on  a  tract  of  land  within  the  said  territories,  not  claim- 
ed by  virtue  of  the  preceding  section,  or  of  any  Span- 
ish or  French  grant  made  and  completed  before  the 
first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  and 
during  the  time  the  government  which  made  such 
grant  had  the  actual  possession  of  the  said  territories, 
and  who  did  on  the  said  twentieth  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  actually  inhabit 
and  cultivate  the  said  tract  of  land  ;  the  tract  of  land 
thus  inhabited  and  cultivated  shall  be  gran  ted  :  Pro- 
vided however^  That  not  more  than  one  tract  shall  be 
thus  granted  to  any  person,  and  the  same  shall  not 
contain  more  than  one  mile  square,  together  with  such 
other  and  further  quality  as  heretofore  has  been  allow- 
ed for  the  wife  and  family  of  such  actual  settler,  agree- 
ably to  the  laws,  usages  and  customs  of  the  Spanish 
government  :  Provided  alsoy  That  this  donation  shall 
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uot  be  made  to  any  person  who  claims  any  other  tract 
of  laod  in  ihe  said  territories  by  virtue  uf  any  French 
or  S.aai  h  grant. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  for  the 
purpose  of  more  conveniently  ascc-taining  the  titles 
and  claims  to  land  in  the  territory  ceded  as  aforesaid, 
the  territory  of  Orleans  shall  be  laid  off  into  two  dis- 
tricts, in  such  manner  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  direct  :  in  each  of  which  he  shall  appoint, 
in  the  recess  of  the  senate,  but  who  thallbe  nominated 
at  their  next  t  meeting  for  their  advice  and  consent,  a 
regiiiter,  who  shall  receive  the  same  ann  lal  compensa- 
tion, give  securit';  in  the  same  manner,  and  in  the  same 
sums,  and  whose  duties  and  authorities  shall  in  every 

respect  be  the  sa'vie  in  relation  to  the  lands  which  shall 
hereafter  be  disposed  of  at  their  offices,  as  are  by  law 
provided  with  respect  to  the  registers  in  the  several 
offices  established  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  north  of  the  ri\  er  Ohio  and  above  the 
mouth  of  Kentucky  river.  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  likewise  appoint  a  recorder  of  land 
titles  in  the  district  of  Louisiana,  who  shall  give  secu- 
rity ii?  the  same  manner  and  in  the  same  sums,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  annual  compensation,  as 
the  registers  of  the  several  land  offices. 

Sec.  4.  A  id  beH  further  enacted^  That  every  per- 
son claiming  lands  in  the  above-mentioned  territories, 
b}'  virtue  of  any  legal  F-ench  or  Spanish  grant,  made 
and  completed  before   the   first   day   of  October  one 

thousand  eight  hundred,  and  during  the  time  the  gov- 
ernment which  made  such  grant,  had  the  ac  ual  pos- 
session of  the  territories,  may,  and  every  person  clai- 
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xnirg  lands  in  the  said  territories,  by  virtue  of  the. 
tAvo  first  sections  of  this  act,  or  by  virtue  of  any  grant 
or  incomplete  title  bearing  date  subsequent  to  the  first 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  shall 
before  the  first  day  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six,  delivered  to  the  register  of  the  land 
office,  or  recorder  of  laud  titles,  within  whose  dis- 
trict the  land  may  be,  a  notice  in  writing,  stating  the 
nature  and  extent  of  his  claims,  together  with  a  plat 
of  theltract  or  tracts  claimed  ;  and  shall  also,  on  or 
before  that  day,  deliver  to  the  said  register  or  recor- 
der, for  the  purpose  of  being  recorded,  every  grant,  or- 
dor  of  survey,  deed,  conveyance,  or  other  written  evi- 
dence of  his  claim  ;  and  the  same  shall  be  recorded  by 
the  register  or  recorder,  or  by  the  translator  hereinaf- 
ter mentioned,  in  books  to  be  kept  by  them  for  that 
purpose,  on  receiving  from  the  parties  a^  the  rate  of 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  for  every  hundred  words  con- 
tained in  such  written  evidence  of  th^ir  claim  :  Pro- 
vided however y  That  where  lands  are  claimed  by  virtue 
of  a  complete  French  ot  Spanish  grant  as  aforesaid,  it 
shall  not  be  necessary  for  the  ciaimant  to  have  any 
other  evidence  of  his  claim  recorded,  except  the  origi- 
nal grant  or  patent,  together  with  the  warrant  or  order 
of  survey  and  the  plat,  bu'c  all  the  other  conveyances  or 
deeds  shall  be  deposited  with  the  register  or  recorder 
to  be  by  them  laid  before  the  commissioners  hereinaf- 
ter directed  to  be  appointed,  when  they  shall  take  the 
claim  into  consideration.  And  if  such  person  shall 
neglect  to  deliver  such  notice  in  writing  of  his  claim, 
together  wi.h  a.  plat  as  aforesaid,  or  cause  to  be  recor- 
ded such  written  evidence  of  the  same,  all  his  right  so 
iar  as  the  earae  is  derived  from  the  two  first  sections 
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of  this  act,  shall  become  void,  and  forever  thereafter 
be  barred  ;  nor  shall  any  incomplete  grant,  warrant, 
order  of  survey,  deed  of  conveyance,  or  other  written 
evidence  which  shall  not  be  recorded  as  above  directed, 
ever  after  be  considered,  or  admitted  as  evidence  in 
any  court  of  the  United  States,  against  any  grant  deri- 
ved from  the  United  States.  The  said  register  and 
recorder  shall  commence  the  duties  hereby  enjoined 
on  them,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September  next, 
and  continue  to  discharge  the  same,  at  such  place  in 
their  respective  districts,  as  the  Piesident  of  the  Uni» 
ted  States  shall  direct. 

Sect.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  two  per- 
sons to  be  appointed  by  the  president  alone,  for  the 
district  of  Louisiana,   and  two  persons,  to  be  in  the 
same  manner  appointed  for  each  of  the  districts  direct- 
ed by  this  act  to  be  laid  off  in  the  territory  of  Orleans 
shall  together  wHh  the  register  or  recorder  of  the  dis« 
trict  for  which  they  may  be  appointed,  be  commission" 
ers  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  within   their  res* 
pective  districts  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  under 
any  French  or  Spanish  grant  as  aforesaid,   or   under 
the  two  first  sections  of  this  act.     The  said  commis- 
sioners shall  previous  to  their  entering  upon  the  du- 
ties of  their  appointments  respectively,  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  following  oath  or  affirmation   before  some, 
person  qualified  to  administer  the  same  :  "  I 
do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  impartially 
exercise  and  discharge  the  duties  imposed  on  me  by 
an  act  of  congress,  entitled,  '  An  act  for  ascertaining 
and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  within  the 
territory  ot  Orleans  and  the  district  of  Louisiana'  W 
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the  best  of  skill  and  judgment."  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  coimnissioners  to  meet  in  their  respective 
districts,  at  such  place  ab  the  President  shall  have  di- 
rected therein,  for  the  residence  of  the  register  or  re- 
corder, on  or  before  the  first  of  day  of  December  next, 
and  they  shall  not  adJDurn  to  any  other  place,  nor  for 
a  longer  term  than  three  days,  until  the  first  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  and  until 
they  shall  have  completed  the  business  of  their  ap- 
pointment. Each  board,  or  a  majority  of  each  board, 
shall  in  their  respective  districts  have  power  to  hear 
and  decide  in  a  summary  manner  all  matters  respect- 
ing such  claims,  also,  to  administer  oaths,  to  compel 
the  attendance  of,  and  examine  witnesses,  and  such 
other  testimony  as  inay  be  adduced,  to  demand  and 
obtain  from  »he  proper  officer  and  officers,  all  public 
records  in  v.hich  grants  of  land,  warrants,  orders  of 
survey,  or  any  other  evidence  of  claims  to  land, diriv- 
ed  from  either  the  French  or  S^Muish  governments  may 
have  been  recorded  :  to  take  transcripts  of  such  record 
or  records,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  to  have  access  to  all 
other  records  of  a  public  nature  relative  to  the  grant- 
ing, sale,  transfer,  or  tides  of  lands,  within  their  res- 
pective districts  ;  and  to  decide  in  a  summary  way, 
according  to  justice  and  equity,  on  all  claims  filed  with 
the  register  or  recorder  in  conformity  with  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  and  on  all  complete  French  or  Spa- 
nish grants,  the  evidence  of  which  though  not  thus 
filed  may  be  found  of  record  on  the  public  records  of 
Such  grants  j  which  decisions  shall  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  their  determination  thereon  :  Provided howcver. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  construe^ 
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,30  as  to  recoqnize  anv  grant  or  incomplete  title  bear,- 
jng  clait;  subsequent  to  tht^  firit  dav  of  October,  one 
thousaiid  t^igh'  h  indred,  or  to  auihorise  the  commis- 
sione'-s  aforesaid  r.  make  anv  decinon  thereon.  The 
said  hoards  respeciivelv  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a 
clerk  whose  d.itv  it  shall  he  to  enter  into  a  book  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose,  full  andcor'.ect  minutes  of  their 
proceedings  and  decisions,  together  with  the  evideace 
on  Avhich  siich  decisions  are  made,  which  b  oks  and 
papers,  on  the  dissoluiion  of  .he  b  lards,  shall  be  depo- 
sited in  the  respective  offices  of  the  register  of  the 
land  offices,  or  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  of  the 
district ;  and  the  said  clet  k  shall  prepare  two  trans- 
cripts of  all  the  decisions  made  by  the  commissioners 
in  favor  of  the  claimants  to  land  ;  boih  of  which  shall 
be  signed  by  a  majority'  of  the  said  commissioners,  and 
one  of  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  officer  exer- 
cising in  the  the  district  the  auihoritv  of  surveyor 
general  ;  and  the  other  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasa- 
Ty.  It  shall  likewise  be  th.^  dutv  of  ihe  said  commis- 
sioners, to  make  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasurv  a 
full  report  of  all  the  claims  filed  with  the  regi-ter 
of  the  proper  laad  office,  or  recoder  of  land  titles,  as 

above  directed,  which  ma\  have  been  rejected,t^gether 
with  the  substance  of  the  evidence  adduced  in  sup- 
port thereof  and  such  remarks  thereon  as  they  may 
think  proper  ;  which  reports  together  with  the  trans- 
cripts of  the  decisions  of  the  commissioners  in  favor 
of  the  claimants,  shall  be  laid  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  before  Congress,  at  their  next  ensuing  meet' 
ing.  When  any  Spanish  or  French  grant,  v/arrant, 
or  order  of  survey,  as  aforesaid  thuU  be  produced  to 
eithtr  of  the  said  boards,  for  lands,  which  were  not  at 
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the  date  of  such  grant,  warrant  or  order  of  survey,  oi 
within  one  year  thereafcer  inhabit,  cuhivated,  or  oc- 
cupied, by  or  lor  the  use  ofthe  grantee  ;  or  whenever 
either  of  the  said  boards  shall  not  be  satisfied  that 
such  grant,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  did  issue  at 
the  lime  when  the  ^ame  bears  date,  but  that  the  same 
is  antedated  or '>thervvise  fraudulent;  the  said  c  )m- 
missioners  sha  1  not  be  bount  to  consider  such  grant, 
warrantor  order  of  siu'vey^  as  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  tittle,  bu;  may  requite  such  other  proof  of  its  vali- 
dity as  the>  ma}- dc;  n  proi)er — Eacli  ofihecommis- 
sioneis  and  clerks  aio;esauI  s-haiL  be  allowed  a  com- 
pensation of  two  thousand  doiiarb  in  full  for  his 
services  as  such ;  atid  each  of  the  said  clerk  shall 
previous  to  hi^  entering  ov:  :he  diiti.:-s  of  his  oihce  take 
and  subscribe  the  foUowii-g  oaih  or  affirmation — to 
wit  :  "I  do   solemnly   sv.ear  (or    afiirm)  that  I 

will  truly  and  fa  hf,  11\'  dischage  the  duties  of  a 
clerk  to  the  board  ijf  c<.'m  u'ssioae  3,  for  examining 
the  claims  to  land  as  enjoined  bv  thi;  an  -f  Congress, 
entided,  ''An  act  for  ascertaining  and  aJjui^ting  the 
titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the  territot;-  of  Orle- 
ans and  district  of  Louisiana."  Which  oath. or  affir-*- 
mation  shall  be  entered  on  ine  minutes  of  the|}o.ird. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  2t  further  enacti'd,  T'-:  'he  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  i-hall  be,  and  ije  i;  i^reby  autho- 
rised to  employ  three  agii;ts,  one  for  sach  board,  and 
whose  compensation  shall  not  exceed  one  ihouj^and 
five  hundred  dollars  eacli,  f->r  the  pu:  [)Ose  of  appearing 
before  the  commissioners  in  the  bfhalf  of  the  United 
States,  to  investigate  the  claims  of  landi,  and  to  op- 
pose all  such  as  said  agents  ma)  deem  fraudulent  and 
unfounded.     It  bhali  aUo  be  the  duty  of  the  said  agent 
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for  the  District  of  Louisiana,  to  examine  into  and  in* 
vestigate  the  titles  and  claims,  if  any  there  be,  to  che 
lead  mines  within  the  said  district,  to  collect  all  the 
evidence  within  his  power,  with  respect  to  the  claims 
to,  and  value  of  the  said  lead  mines,  and  to  lay  the 
same  before  the  commissioners,  who  shall  make  a  spe- 
cial report  thereof,  wiih  their  opmions  thereon,  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  Con- 
gress at  their  next  ensuing  session.  The  said  Board  of 
Commissioners  bhall  each  be  authorised  to  employ  a 
translator  of  the  Spani.-^h  and  French  languages,  to  as- 
sist them  in  the  dispatch  of  the  business  which  may  be 
brought  before  them,  and  for  the  purpose  of  recording 
Spanish  and  French  grants,  deeds,  or  other  evidences 
of  claims  on  the  Register's  books.  The  said  translator 
shall  receive,  for  the  recording  done  by  him,  the  fees 
already  provided  by.  law,  and  may  be  allowed  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  dollars,  for  every  month  he  shall  be  em- 
plo)  ed  :  Prov'idtd^  that  the  whole  compensation,  othcr 
ihan  that  arising  from  fees,  shall  not  exceed  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itfiuiher  enacted^  That  the  powers 
rested  by  law  in  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  south  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  shall 
extend  over  all  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States, 
to  which  the  Indian  tit'e  has  been,  or  shall  hereafter, 
he  extinguished,  within  tlie  said  Territory  of  Orleans  j 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Surveyor  to  cause 
such  of  the  said  lands,  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  expressly  direct,  to  be  surveyed  and  divi- 
ded, as  nearly  as  the  nature  of  the  country  will  admit, 
la  the  same  jnunucr  and  under  the  same  regulations  as 
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j'S  provided  by  law,  in  relation  to  the  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted S.aces  North  West  of  ihe  river  Ohio,  and  above 
the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river. 

SiC.  2.  And  be  U  f  .riher  enacted^  That  the  location 
or  locations  of  land  which  Lvlnjor-G^tnei  al  La  Fayette 
is  by  law  authorised  to  make  on  any  lands,  the  proper- 
ty of  the  United  States,  in  tht  Territory  of  Orleans, 
shall  be  made  with  the  register  or  registers  of  the  land 
offices  established  by  this  act  in  the  said  territory  : 
the  surveys  thereof  shall  be  executed  under  the  autho- 
rit\-  of  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
soudi  of  Tennessee  ;  and  a  patent  or  patents  therefor 
shall  issue  on  presenting  such  surveys  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  together  with  a  certificate  of  the  pro- 
per register  or  registers,  stating  that  the  land  is  not 
rightfully  claimed  by  any  other  person  :  FrovuUd^ 
that  no  location  or  survey  made  by  virtue  of  this  sec- 
tion shall  contain  less  than  one  thousand  acres,  nor  in™ 
elude  any  improved  lands  or  lots,  salt  spring  or  lead 
mine. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  a  surn  not 
exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
unappropriated  monies  in  the  treasury,  be,  and  -he 
same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing  this  act  into  efFcct. 

NATHANIEL  MACON, 
Siisakcr  of  the  Home  -cf  Rcpi  escuiatives. 
A.  BUKK, 
.  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
and  Preiidenl  of  the  Senate. 
IVTatxh  2,  1805— Approved. 

TH  :  JEFFERSON. 
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AN  ACT 

Suppkmentartj  to  an  act^  intitled^  '■''An  act  for  ascer* 
taining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  latld^ 
within  the  territGri/  of  OrLans^  and  the- district  of 

Lo'nsiatia. 

He  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hcuse  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  Slates  of  America^  in  Con* 
gress  assemb.ed^  That  every  person  or  persons  claim- 
ing a  tract  of  land  bv  virtue  of  the  second  session  of 
the  act,  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  and  who 
had  commenced  an  actual  settlement  on  such  tract, 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred,  aad  had  continued  actually  to  inhabit  and 
cultivate  the  same,  during  the  term  of  three  years 
from  the  time  when  such  actual  settlement  had  com- 
menced, and  prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of  December, 
eighteen  hundred  and  three,  shall  be  considered  as 
having  made  such  settlement  with  the  permission  of 
the  proper  Spanish  officer,  ahho'  it  may  noi  be  in  the 
power  of  such  person  or  persons  to  produce  sufficient 
evidence  of  such  permission. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  per- 
son or  persons  rightfully  claiming  a  tract  of  land,  not 
exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  by  virtue  of 
the  act,  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  shall  be  confirm- 
ed in  his  or  their  claims,  if  otherwise  embraced  by  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act,  although  the  person  or  per- 
sons, under  whom  the  claim  or  claims  originated  were 
not  at  the  time  when  the  same  originated  above  the 
age  of  twenty  one  years  ;  Providedy  That  the  tract  cff 
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land  thus  claimed,  had  been  for  the  space  of  ten  con* 
secutive  >  ears,  j^rior  to  the  twentieth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  three,  in  the  quiet  posses- 
sion of,  and  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  such 
person  or  persons,  or  f  jr  his  or  their  use. 

Sec.  3.  Ar,d  he  it  f  rther  enacted^  That  the  time 
fixed  by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  for 
delivering  to  the  register  of  the  projer  land  cffice, 
notices  in  writing,  and  the  written  evidences  of  claims 
to  land  in  the  territory  of  Orleans,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  extended,  'till  the  first  day  of  January  next  ; 
and  persons  delivering  such  notices  and  evidences, 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  benefits  as  if  the  same  had 
been  delivered  prior,  to  the  first  March  last  ;  but  the- 
rights  of  such  persons,  as  shall  neglect  so  doing,  with- 
in the  time  limited  bv  this  act,  shall  be  barred,  and 
the  evidences  of  their  claims  never  alter  admitted  as 
evidence,  in  the  same  manner  as  had  been  provided  by 
the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  to  which  this  act  is  a  sup- 
plement, in  relation  to  claims,  notices,  and  written 
evinences  of  which,  should  not  be  delivered,  prior  ta 
the  said  first  day  of  March  last. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  registers 
of  the  land  offices  in  the  territory  of  Orleans,  re- 
pectively,  be,  and  ihey  are  hereby  authorised  to  ap- 
point so  many  deputies,  not  exceeding  one  for  each 
county  m  their  respective  districts,  as  they  may  thmk 
necessary  ;  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive  and  en- 
ter and  file  notices,  record  written  evidences  of  claims 
to  lands  lying  in  ihe  county  or  counties,  to  them  re- 
spectively assigned,  ift  the  same  manner  as  the  regisr- 
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tev  niight  do,  and  also  to  tranmit  to  the  register  the 
said  n.)tices  and  evidence,  or  s  ich  tra  iscripts  jt,  or  ab- 
stracts of  the  same,  as  the  said  reg  ster  or  ihe  coininis- 
sioners  may  direct  ;  aad  generally  to  do  and  perform 
all  -luch  acts  in  relation  to  such  claiins,  as  the  said  re- 
gister may  direct.  Peis(jns  having  claim >  to  land, 
may  deliver  the  notices  and  evidences  of  ihe  same,  at 
their  option,  either  to  the  register  of  the  proper  land 
office  or  to  his  de^mty  for  the  ccimity  in  which  such 
land  lies  :  and  each  of  the  said  deputies  shall  be  enti- 
tled t'»  receive  the  recording  fees  allowed  to  the  regis- 
ter bv-  t;K  act  to  which  ihis  act  h  a  supplement  and  in 
addition  thereto,  (  -r  a  compensation  of  five  hundred 
dollars  in  full  for  u  I  his  services,)  at  the  rate  of  one 
dollar  for  everv  claim  filed  with  him,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  monies  appropriated  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
act  CO  which  thi^  act  is  a  supplement. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  h  further  en-ic'ed^T\\:x\.  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  Territory 
of  Oileans,  shall,  in  their  respective  districts,  have 
the  same  powers,  and  perform  the  same  duties,  in  re- 
lation to  the  claims  thus  filed  before  the  first  day  of 
Januar}-  next,  as  if  notice  of  the  same  had  been  given 
before  the  first  day  of  March  last,  and  as  wa^  provided 
by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  in  relation 
to  the  claims  therein  described.  Transcripts  of  the 
decisions  of  the  said  commissioners,  and  reports  of 
the  claims  filed  in  confjrmitv  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  jhall  be  made  and  trans  nitted,  as  was  pro- 
vided by  this  act  to  v/hich  this  act  is  a  supplement,  iq 
relation  to  the  claims  therein  described.     It  shall  like-* 
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fvrise  be  the  duty  of  the  said  cotnmissioners,  to  en- 
quire into  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  clainis 
which  may  arise  front?  a  right,  or  supposed  right,  to  a 
double  or  additional  concession  heretofore  made,  or 
from  grants  or  concessions  on  the  back  of  gr  ants  or 
concessions  heretofore  made  to  minors,  and  not  em- 
braced by  the  provisions  of  this  act  ;  or  from  grants 
or  concessions  made  by  the  Spanish  government  sub- 
sequent to  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred,  for  lands  which  were  actually  settled  and  in- 
habited on  the  28th  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eighi  hundred  and  three  ;  and  to  make  a  special  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which 
report  shall  be  by  him  laid  before  Congress  at  their 
next  ensuing  session.  Aid  the  lands  which  may  be 
embraced  by  such  report,  shall  not  be  othervvi^e  dis- 
posed of,  until  a  decision  of  Congrcsb  shall  have  been 
had  thereupon. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itfurthi  r  enacted^  That  each  of  the 
registers  aforesaid,  shall,  in  addition  to  his  other  emo- 
luments, receive  a  compensation  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, for  the  services  to  be  performed  under  this  act 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  January  next  ;  and  each  of  the 
commissioners  aforesaid,  shall  receive  at  the  rate  of 
six  dollars  a  day  fv>r  every  day's  actual  attendance  on 
the  duties  of  his  office,  subsequent  to  the  first  day  of 
January  next  :  Provided^  that  the  whole  amount  of 
compensation  thus  allowed,  shall  not  for  any  commis- 
sioner exceed  two  thousand  dollars  ;  And  provided 
akoy  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  may,  if 
he  shall  ihiuk  proper,  reduce,  after  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
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uarv  next,  the  number  of  commissioners  on  either  or 
both  bnivds,  to  o^ie  or  two  persons,  and  in  case  of  such 
reduction,  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  consti* 

tucing  the  board,  shall  have  the  same  povyers  which 
are  vested  by  this  act,  or  by  the  act  to  which  this  act 
is  a  supplement,  in  the  board  established  by  the  act  to 
which  this  act  is  a  supplement.  The  clerk  of  each  of 
the  bnards  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  at  the  rate  of 
fifteen  hundied  dollars  a  year  ;  translators  at  the  rate 
of  six  hundred  dollars  a  year,  and  the  agents  employed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the  rate  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  a  vear,  from  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  lo  the  time  when  each  board  shall  respectively  be 
dissolved  :  Prov'ded^  that  no  more  than  one  year's 
compensation  be  thus  allowed  to  each  of  the  said 
clerks,  translators  and  agents  ;  and  provided  also  ^  that 
the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury  may  discontinue  either 
one  or  both  of  ihc  said  agents  whenever  he  shall  think 
it  proper. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  f  rther  enacted^  That  the  com- 
missioners appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  territories 
of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  be  and  ihey  are  hereby  au- 
thorised, if  they  shall  think  it  necessary,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  oral  evidence,  either  in  support  of, 
or  in  opposition  to  claims,  which  evidence  could  not 
be  given  at  the  usual  place  of  their  sittings,  v/ithout 
Ojipre&sion  to  the  parties  or  v/itne.sses,  to  remove  their 
sittings,  or  to  send  for  that  puriy.se,  one  or  more  mem- 
bers of  the  board,  to  such  odier  place  or  places  wiihiu 
their  respective  districts  as  they  may  think  necessary  : 
And  each  of  the  commissioners  going  for  that  pur- 
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ijose  to  such  other  place  or  places,  shall  in  addition  ta 
his  compensation,  receive  at  ihe  ra^e  of  six  d'lllaib  for 
every  twenty  miies  going  to  and  returning  from  such 
place  or  places  :  Provied,  ihat  no  comitiissioner  shall 
receive  in  the  whole  on  that  account,  more  than  for 
the  dista:iCe  from  the  usual  place  -.f  the  sittings  of  the 
b(;a:d  to  the  extreme  setdements  within  his  respective 
dititrict. 

Sec.  s.  A  id  be  it  further  enacted^  That  each  of  the 
boards  aforesaid,  shall  prepa  e  and  cause  to  be  prepa- 
red, the  reports  and  transcripts,  which  by  h^w  they 
are  directed  to  make  to  the  secretary  (jf  the  treasury 
in  confonnity  with  such  forms  as  he  may  pretctibe, 
and  they  shall  also  in  their  several  proceedings  and 
decisi  ms,  conform  to  such  instrucions,  as  the  <=aid  se- 
cretary may  v/ith  the  approbation  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  transmit  to  them  in  relation 
thereto. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^ThvAihe  surveyor 
of  .he  public  land,  south  of  Tennessee  be,  &  he  is  here- 
by directed,  to  appoint  a  principal  deputv  for  each  of  the 
two  land  districts  of  the  territory  of  Orleans,  wh  se  du- 
ty it  shall  be  to  reside  and  keep  an  ofnce  in  the  said  dis- 
tricts resp(c  iveiy,  to  execute  or  cause  to  be  executed, 
by  the  other  deputies,  such  su've\s  as  have  been  or 
may  be  authorised  by  law,  or  as  ihc  commissioners 
aforesaid  may  direct;  to  file  and  record  all  such  sur- 
veys, to  form  as  far  as  praucable  connected  diatts  of 
the  lands  granted  in  the  district,  so  as  to  exhibit  the 
lands  remaining  vacant,  and  generally  to  [jefform  in 
such  districts  respectively,  in  conf  )rmitv  v/i  h  the  re- 
gulations and  instructions  of  the  said   suive)  or  of  the 
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public  lands  south  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  the  duty 
imposed  b\  law  on  said  survevor.  And  each  o(  the 
said  principal  deputies,  shall  receive  an  annual  c  m- 
pen  acion  of  five  hundred  d  liars,  and  in  addition 
thereto,  the  following  fees,  that  is  to  say  :  for  exami- 
ning aiid  reco.ding  ih-i  surveys  executed  b\  au^  oi  the 
deputies,  at  the  rate  uf  twenty  five  cents  for  e\  ery  mile 
of  the  boundary  line  of  such  survey  ;  and  for  a  certifi- 
ed copy  of  any  plot  of  a  survey  in  the  office  twenty  five 
cents. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  furth  r  enact  J,  That  tne  president 
of  the  United S.ates  be,  and  he  is  is  hereby  authorised, 
whenever  he  shall  think  it  proper,  to  appoint  a  receiver 
of  public  monies  for  the  western  di  trict  of  .he  territory 
of  Orleans,  who  shall  receive  the  same  annual  compen- 
sation, give  security  in  the  same  manner  and  in  the  same 
sums,  and  whose  duties  and  authorities  shall  in  every 
respect  be  the  same  in  relation  to  the  lands  which 
shall  hereafter  be  disposed  of  at  their  offices,  as  are 
by  law  provided  vvith  respect  to  the  receivers  of  public 
monies,  in  the  seveial  offices  established  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  north  of  tha 
river  Ohio,  and  above  the  moMth  of  Kentucky  river. 
And  the  said  receiver  and  the  register  of  the  land 
office,  for  the  said  district  shall,  whenever  the  public 
lands  within  the  same  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  be  en- 
titled to  the  same  commissions  and  fees  which  are  by 
law  respectively  allowed  to  the  same  officers  north  of 
the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky 
river. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  eeacted^  That  the  presi- 
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dent  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authori- 
sed whenever  he  thall  think  it  proper  to  direct  so 
much  of  the  public  lands  laying  in  the  western  district 
of  the  territory  of  Orleans  as  fchali  have  been  surve\  ed. 
in  conformity  with  the  provisijns  of  rhe  act  lo  \vh  ch 
this  act  h  a  supplement,  to  be  offered  for  >iale.  All 
such  lands  shall  with  the  exception  of  the  secti)n  'num- 
ber sixteen'  which  ^hall  be  reserved  in  each  township 
for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  same;  with  the 
exception  also  of  an  entire  township  to  be  located  by 
the  secretary  of  the  trea'^.ury,  for  the  use  of  a  semi- 
nary of  learning,  and  with  the  exception  also  of  the 
salt  springs  and  lands  contiguous  thereto,  which  by 
direction  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  may 
be  re  served  for  the  future  disposal  of  the  said  states, 
shall  be  offered  f(jrsale  to  the  highest  bidder,  under  the 
direction  of  the  register  of  ihe  land  office,  of  the  re- 
ceiver of  public  monies,  and  of  the  principal  deputy 
surveyor  ;  and  on  such  day  or  days,  as  shall,  bv  a  pub- 
lic proclamation  of  the  prcoidcnt  of  the  United  States 
be  designated  for  that  purpose.  The  sales  shall  remain 
open  for  three  weeks  and  no  longer  ;  the  lands  shall 
be  sold  for  a  price  not  less  than  that  which  has  been  or 
maybe  fixed  by  law,  for  the  public  lands  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi territory,  and  shall  in  every  other  respect  be 
sold  in  tracts  of  the  same  size,  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  have  been,  or  may  be  by  law  provided  for 
the  lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi  territory. Tue  superin- 
tendants  of  the  said  pubic  sales,  shall  receive  six  dol- 
lars each  for  each  dav's  attendance  on  the  said  sales. 
All  lands,  other  than  the  reserved  sections,  and  those 
excepted  as  above  mentioned,  remaining  unsold  at  the 
dosing  of  the  public  sales,  may  be  disposed  of  at  pri- 


(  11^  ) 

Vate  sale,  by  the  register  of  the  land  office  in  the  samcr 
manner,  under  the  same  regulations,  for  the  same 
price  and  (in  the  same  terms  ar^d  conditions  as  are,  or 
may  be  provided  by  law  for  ihe  sale  of  ihe  lands  of  ihe 
United  Slates,  in  the  Mississippi  territory. — And  pa- 
tents >haU  be  obtained  for  all  lands  granted  or  sold  in 
the  territory  of  Oilt^ans,  in  iht  same  manner  and  on 
the  same  terms,  as  is,  or  may  be  provided  by  law,  for 
lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi  territory. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  loca- 
tion or  locations  of  land,  which  ina\  be  made  in  the 
the  territory  of  Orleans,  by  major  general  La  P^ayette, 
by  virtue  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  act,  to  which  this 
act  is  a  supplement  bhall  and  ma3  be  received,  though 
containing  less  than  one  thousand  acres  : — Provided^ 
that  no  such  location  or  survey,  shall  contain  less  than 
five  hiandred  acres. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be  authorised  to  cause  a  t^uvey 
to  be  made  of  ;he  sea  coast  of  the  territory  of  Orleans, 
from  "the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  Vermillion 
Bay,  inclusively,  and  as  much  further  westwardly  as 
the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  direct,  and  al- 
so of  the  bays,  inlets,  and  navigable  waters  connecred 
therewith :  Provided,  That  the  expense  of  suchsurvey 
ehall  not  exceed  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  ^um  not 
exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  approprfated  by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  sup- 
plement, and  to  be  paid  out  of  any  unappropriated  me* 

Q 
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Dies  in  the  treasi'.rj',  be,  and  the  same  h  liereby  appra-^ 
piiattdibr  ihe  purpose  oicarrv  ing  ihis  aci  into  t  fleet. 

NATHL   MACON, 

Speaker  of  the  Hoit{,e  'J  kepiet^truutivts, 

S.  SMITH, 

President  cfthe  Senate  pro    tempore. 

April 21,  i8uG — Approved. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


AN  ACT, 

JRespecting clahns  to  land^  hi  the  terri' cries  cf  Orleans^ 
and  LouisiaJiru 

JJ  E  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tivets  of  ihe  United  States  of  America^  in  Congress  as- 
sembled^ That  so  mach  of  the  first  section  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the 
titles  ar.d  claims  to  land  within  the  territory  of  Orleans 
and  the  district  of  Louisiana,"  as  provides  that  no  in- 
complete title  shall  be  confirmed,  unless  the  person 
in  whose  name  the  warrant  or  order  of  survey  had  been 
grantefel,  was  at  the  time  of  its  date  either  the  head  of 
a  family,  or  above  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  person 
ox  persons,  and  the  legal  representative  of  any  person 
or  persons,  who,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  had  for  tea 
oonseciitive  years,  prior  to  that  day,   been  in  posses- 
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sion  of  atrcict  of  land,  not  claiint;'!  hv  any  other  per- 
son, and  not  exceeding  two  ihou>aiid  acres,  and  who 
were  on  that  day  resident  in  ihe  territory  of  Orleans 
or  Louisiana,  and  had  still  possession  of  such  tract  of 
land,  shall  be  confirmed  in  their  titles  to  such  tract  of 
land  ;  Provided^  That  no  cla'm  to  a  lead  u-<ine,  or  salt 
spring  shall  be  confirmed  merely  by  virtue  of  this 
section:  And p-ovidcd aho^  That  no  more  land  shall 
be  granted  by  virtue  of  ihis  section  than  is  actually 
claimed  by  the  party,  nor  ni'M-e  than  is  contained 
v/ithin  the  acknowledged  and  ascertained  boundaries 
of  the  tract  claimed. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  claim 
ef  the  corporatio  1  of  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  to  ihe 
commons  adjacant  to  the  said  city,  and  wiihin  six 
hundred  yards  from  the  fortifications  of  the  same,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  recognized  and  confirmed  : 
Provided^  That  the  said  corporation  shall  within  six 
months  after  passing  this  act,  relinquish  and  release 
any  claim  they  may  have  to  such  commons,  beyond 
the  di'iiauce  of  six  hundred  yards  aforesaid  ;  P.ovided 
al-io.  That  the  corporation  shall  reserve  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  convey  gratuitously  for  ihe  public  benefic  to 
the  company  authjrised  by  the  legislature  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Orleauj,  as  much  of  the  said  commons  as. 
shall  be  necessary  to  cf.ntinue  ihe  canal  i  f  Carondelet 
from  the  present  basin  to  the  Mississippi,  and  shall 
not  disp(jse  of,  for  the  purpose  of  building  thereon^ 
any  lot  within  sixty  feet  of  the  space  reserved  for  a 
canal,  which  shall  forever  remain  open  as  a  public 
highway  j    And  provided  alsOy    That  nothmg  herein 
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contained  shall  be  construed  to  afFect  or  impair  the 
righis  of  am-  individuals  to  the  sa'd  commons,  which 
are  derived  fiom  any  grant  of  ihe  French  or  Spanish 
government. 

Sec.  4.  Atid  be  it  further  enacttd^  That  the  com- 
missioners appointed  or  to  be  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  rights  of  persons  claiming 
land  in  the  territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  shall 
have  full  power  to  decide  according  to  the  laws  and 
establihhed  usages  and  customs  of  vhe  French  and 
Spanish  gvernments,  uj)on  all  claims  to  lands  within 
their  respective  districts,  where  the  claim  is  made  by 
any  person  or  persons,  or  the  legal  representatives 
of  any  person  or  persons,  who  were  un  the  twentieth  of  ] 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three, 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  and  for  a  tract  not  exceed- 
ing ;he  quantitx  of  acres  contained  in  a  league  square, 
and  which  does  not  include  either  a  lead  msne  or  salt 
spring,  which  decision  of  ^he  commissioners  when  in 
favor  of  the  claimant  shall  be  final,  against  the  United 
States,  any  act  of  congress  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Sec  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  time 
£xed  by  the  act  above  mentioned,  and  b\  the  acts 
supplemeutavy  to  the  same,  and  for  delivering  to  ;he 
proper  register  or  recotdei,  noiicesin  writing  and  the 
written  evidences  of  claims  to  la::d,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  extended,  for  he  territories  ui  Orleans  and 
Louisiana,  till  che  first  day  of  July,  one  th  usand  eight 
hundred  and  eight,  a.id  persons  delivering  such  no- 
tices and  evideuce-  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  be- 
nefit as  if  the  same  had  been  delivered  witam  the  time 
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limited  by  the  former  acts  ;  but  the  rights  of  such 
person's  as  shall  neglect  so  doing  within  the  time  limit- 
ed by  this  act,  shall,  so  far  as  thev  are  derived  from 
or  founded  on  any  act  of  congress,  ever  after  be  bar- 
red and  bicome  void,  and  the  evidences  of  their  claims 
never  after  admitied  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  iuw 
or. equity  whatever. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  furthir  enacted^  That  the  commis- 
soners  ap  jointed  or  to  be  appointed  f  )r  the  purpose  of 
ascerta;niiig  ihe  rights  of  persons  claiming  land.i  in  ;he 
territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  shall  respectively 
transmit  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  to  ihe 
surveyor  general,  or  officer  acting  assurveyo;-  general, 
transcripts  of  the  final  decisions  made  in  favor  of 
claimants  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  chey  shall  deliver 
to  the  party  a  certificate  stating  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  tract 
of  land  therein  designated,  winch  certificate  shall  be 
filed  with  the  proper  register  or  recorder,  -wishln 
twelve  mouths  after  da;e.  A  ad  the  register  or  recor- 
der shall  diereupou  (a  plat  c;f  the  tract  of  land  therein 
designaied,  being  previously  filed  with  him  or  trans- 
mitted to  him  bv  vhe  officer  acting  as  s' rvevor  gene- 
ral in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,)  issue  a  certifi- 
cate in  favor  of  the  party,  which  certificate  being  trans- 
mitted to  the  secretary  of  the  trea3U!*y,  f^hall  entitle 
the  party  to  a  patent  to  be  issued  in  like  mair.ier,  as  is 
pr(-vided  by  law  for  the  issuing  of  patents  fir  public 
lando  l>ing  in  otlier  territories. of  the  U  lited  States. 

Sec.  r.   And  be  I  f.rd.cr  cnacfed,T\\iii  the  tracts  of 
land  thus  granted  b\  the  comuiisoiot^ers  shall  be   sur- 
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^'eved  at  the  expense  of  the  parties,  under  the  direc- 
tioi  of  the  surveyor  general  or  officer  acting  as  sur- 
vevor  general,  in  all  cases  where  an  authemicated  plat 
of  the  land  as  surve\  ed  under  ihe  audiority  of  the 
officer  acting  as  surveyor  general  under  the  French, 
Spanish,  or  A  ner;can  governments  respeciivel',-,  du- 
ring the  time  either  of  the  said  government-  h  id  the 
actual  possession  of  the  said  territories  of  O.  leans  and 
Louisiana,  shall  not  have  been  filed  with  the  proper 
register  or  recorder,  or  shall  not  appear  of  record  on 
the  public  recods  of  the  said  territories  of  Orleans 
and  Louisiana.  The  said  commissioners  shall  also  be 
authorised  whenever  they  may  think  it  necessary  to 
direct  the  suive\or  general,  or  (>fficer  acting  as  such, 
to  caiise  any  tract  of  land  alread'  did\'  surve\  ed  to  be 
resurveyed  at  the  expense  of  the  United  S.ates.  And 
the  surveyor  general,  or  officer  acting  as  such  -hall 
transmit  general  and  particular  plats  <jf  the  tracts  of 
laud  thus  surveyed,  to  the  proper  register  or  record- 
er, and  shall  also  transmit  copies  of  the  -aid  plats  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Sec.  8.  A-ul  be  it  iiirl'hr  enartel^  That  the  com- 
missionors  aforesaid  shall  respectively  report  to  the 
secretary  (jf  the  treasury  their  opinion  on  all  the  claims 
to  land  within  their  respective  districts,  Avhich  they 
shall  not  have  fmailv  cotiiinitd  bv  the  fourth  stciion 
of  this  act,  Tlie  clu  m-.  shall  in  the  said  report  or 
reports  be  arranged  inio  three  general  classes,  that  is 
to  say  :  First,  Claims  v.hich  in  the  opinions  of  the- 
commissioners  ought  to  be  confirmed,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  several  acts  of  congress, 
for  ascertaining  and  adjustiiig  the  tides  and  ciairas  to 
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land  within  the  territories  oi"   O  leans  and  Louisiana  j 
secuudly,  ciaiins  wh  ch  though  i.ot    embraced  by  the 
provisions  of  the  ^aid    act.,  f  ugh'  novertheie^s  m  the 
opinion  of  die  cumiui^sioners  tvj  he  c  juli  mcd  ni   con- 
formity  wuh   the    laws,    uagcs    iiwci    customs  of  the 
Spanish  government  ;  ihi  ul\ ,  claims,  which  neidicr  are 
embraced  bv  the  provisioub  of  vhe    aid  act,  nor  ought 
in    the  opinion  of  the    commib^ioners  to  be  confirmed 
in  conformity  with  che  laws,    usages   aud   cus;oms  of 
the  Spanish  government  ;   and  the  said  lepoit  ai.d    e- 
ports  being  in  odier  lespeclb  made  m  coulormit)   with 
the  f.im:,  presciib^d  acoidi^ig  tj  law,  bs  the  Secreta- 
ry of   the    ireabiir),  .shali  b\   him  be  laid  bef -re  Con- 
gress for    their    final    ddeermi  ua.ion    ihereon,    ic     the 
manner  and  at  ihe  tune   heietofore  preaCiibed  by  law- 
fur  that  purpose. 

Sec.  9.  Atdbe  hfurthrr  eacU-d,  That  the  follow- 
ing  allowances  and  compensations  shall  be  maae  to 
the  several  officers  herein  after  mentioned,  that  is  to 
sav,tothe  principal  deputy  of  the  surveyor  general, 
for  die  district  of  Louisiana,  at  the  ra.e  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year,  from  the  time  he  entered  int(<  ihe 
duties  of  his  office,  in  addition  to  ihe  fees  which  he  is 
entitled  to  receive  hv  law.  To  the  register  of  the 
western  district  of  the  Orleans  terri  ory,  and  to  the 
clerk  of  the  board  of  C"mmisr,ioners  f>r  that  district, 
one  thousand  dollars  each,  for  their  services  as  com- 
missioners and  Clerk  respecively,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six.  To  each  of  the  de- 
puty registers  of  the  territory  of  Orleans,  five  hundred 
dollars  in  full  for  their  services  subsequent  to  the  first 
day  of  January  last,  ia  addition  to  the  fees  to   which 
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they  are  legally  entitled.  To  each  of  the  commis* 
sioners  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  a  \  ear  ; 
to  each  of  the  clerks  of  the  boards,  and  :o  each  of  the 
agents  tniployed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  at 
the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year,  and  to  each 
of  hr;  na:  shxtori  at  the  rate  of  six  hundred  dollars  a 
year,  to  commence  from  the  first  day  of  July  next,  in 
the  disiti  let  of  Lotiisiana,  and  from  the  first  day  of 
Januarv  next,  in  the  territory  of  O  leans,  and  to  c  m- 
tinue  to  the  time  whirl  e;ich  board  bhiU  be  respectively 
dirfsoivi^a  :  /'r  v?  id.  T.:M  no  more  than  eighteen 
month-  compensation  be  :has  flowed  to  he  -aid  coiTl- 
missioners,  clerks  and  translators,  and  that  the  com- 
pensatiou  of  a.iy  such  officer  absenting  himself  from 
his  district  or  failing  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  shall  cease  during  such  ab-ence  or  failure. 

NATHL.   MACON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent atiiyes, 

S.  SMITH, 

President  of  the  Senate ^  pro  tempore, 
^arch  3,  l80r~Approved. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


